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The Joint Task Force Civil 

Support (JTF-CS) Command 

Chaplain was recognized by 

the Military Chaplains 

Association as the Army 

Reserve Distinguished 

Chaplain for 2020 during a 

ceremony Tuesday, Oct. 13, 

in Columbia, S.C. 

Army Maj. Steven Roby 

served double-duty as the full-

time JTF-CS Chaplain and a 

Virginia Beach pastor since 

 

 

  

 

 

February when JTF-CS first 

responded to the COVID-19 

pandemic in New York and New 

Jersey. 

The MCA Distinguished Service 

Award was initiated in 1991 and is 

presented each year to recognize 

the ministries of active duty and 

reserve chaplains in the Army, Air 

Force, Navy (including Navy 

chaplains serving with Marines and 

Coast Guard), Civil Air Patrol and 

Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Roby was recognized during a 

ceremony at Columbia 

International University’s new 

Student Conference Center. The 

award was presented by Maj. Gen. 

Thomas Solhjem, Army chief of 

chaplains. 

As the JTF-CS command chaplain, 

Roby coordinated with the U.S. 

Army North command chaplain to 

manage all religious support teams 

during the Department of Defense 

COVID-19 response in New York 

and New Jersey. JTF-CS provided 

(Continued on page 4) 

JTF-CS COMMAND CHAPLAIN RECEIVES 

2020 MCA DISTINGUISHED SERVICE        
Award By JTF-CS Public Affairs                                                                                                       

FORT EUSTIS, Virginia, Oct. 14, 2020  

 

Joint Task Force Civil Support 
Commanding General Maj. Gen. 
Jeffrey Van awards Command 

Chaplain U.S. Army Maj. Steven 
Roby the Joint Service 
Commendation Medal  
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NEACE’S PIECES 
I was on my way 

to the State 

Office the day 

after the election.  

As were many of 

those who will 

read this, I was 

trying to wrap my 

head around all 

that happened 

the day/night before, as well as what the 

coming days, weeks, and God forbid, 

months may bring along the political 

spectrum.                                                               

I was listening to the radio and heard 

something on a news segment to which I 

was not accustomed.  I wasn’t exactly 

sure what it was I heard, because I had 

slowly grown accustomed to the lack of it 

in our political spectrum. I determined to 

go online when I got to the office and pull 

up the news program from the network 

that carried it.  Sure enough, there it was 

- CIVILITY!  One candidate 

congratulating another candidate on his 

win, and the winner offering grace rather 

than gloating.                                                      

This is the quote I heard from Cory 

Gardner/Senator from Colorado, who had 

been defeated by his opponent. - “A 

moment ago, I spoke to Sen.-elect John 

Hickenlooper on his victory tonight, to 

welcome him to the United States Senate 

and to make sure that he knows I will 

support him in this transition any way that 

I can, to make sure that it’s as smooth as 

possible, and we will assist him with any 

questions that he might have as he 

navigates this new role.”   A bit later in 

the speech, he said this, “To the people 

of Colorado. Thank you for this great 

honor to serve you. Better days are 

ahead of us. And let none of us forget 

that. God bless the great state of 

Colorado and these great United States 

of America.”                                                             

In the same news bite, I heard the winner 

of that race say this about his opponent – 

“… tonight, I pledge to you I will work my 

heart out for this state that I love, and I 

will do everything I can to bring common 

sense, and decency, to our work. I want 

to thank Senator Gardner for his service 

and wish him and his family the very 

best. I want to say to everyone that voted 

for him I’ll be your Senator as well.”                      

Two men with diametrically opposed 

viewpoints coming to the end of a very 

contentious election cycle, and looking 

forward to the future, with one carrying a 

pledge to help in the transition, while the 

other making a plea to come together to 

work for the country’s best interest.  I 

could not help but be encouraged with 

what I heard.  In addition to that, I heard 

(Continued on page 5)                           

Dr. Bob Neace COGVA 
State Minister 
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DISCIPLESHIP IN A 

PANDEMIC: POSSIBLE 

AND NECESSARY! 
In March of 

2020, when 

the 

Governor of 

Virginia, 

shut down 

the state 

due to 

COVID-19, 

the first 

question I asked myself is how does a 

church disciple in a pandemic?  If we are 

to “Go and make disciples,” and proclaim 

the Gospel in our communities and 

outward, how do we do that when we are 

locked in our houses?  It was a question 

that began to produce creativity in how to 

serve the church and community. 

During the 

Summer, we had a 

blow to our 

community as two 

heavy showers of 

rain caused major 

flooding in 

Staunton, 

devastating small 

businesses and people’s homes.  

Immediately, Staunton First Church of 

God got a team together to help anyone 

who needed flood assistance.  Other 

members in the church began helping 

neighbors, and small businesses with 

their clean-up and rebuilding process.  

During the church’s weekly prayer walks, 

we prayed over the homes, businesses, 

and workers who were trying to do their 

best while being protective in the 

pandemic.                                                

It was on that walk, where the Lord 

revealed that it is possible to disciple in a 

pandemic, but the church has to be 

proactive.                                                     

Since that walk, we were able to ministry 

to a family who accumulated 4-5 feet of 

water in their basement, by removing 

flood-damaged items, praying with them, 

and checking up on them and see how 

they are recovering from the damage.  I 

have been counseling a family whose 

son is struggling with depression w/ 

suicide idealization, by equipping the 

family with tools to help their child and be 

able to feed light and truth to the client to 

navigate the darkness of depression.  

The church was able to donate candy so 

our Ministry Team 

can pack up 100 

bags of candy to 

give to  children at 

the local mission, 

and a battered 

woman’s shelter 

and I filmed a 5 episode cooking show to 

(Continued on page 6)                         

Rev. Scott Stedman     
Staunton FCOG 
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(JTF-CS Command Chaplain Continued) 

command and control of the COVID-19 

response in New York and New Jersey to 

support FEMA and help communities in 

need at the direction of U.S. Northern 

Command, through USARNORTH.          

“I worked very closely with Col. Stan 

Whitten to make sure we had religious-

support coverage throughout the 

Northeast,” Roby said. “When the task 

force started providing medical teams in 

civilian hospitals, it became more of a 

challenge to provide support outside the 

(Javits New York Medical Station).        

Roby also worked with defense 

coordinating officers in New York and 

New Jersey to coordinate DoD active 

duty and state National Guard chaplain 

support throughout the region.            

“The big thing was area coverage to 

make sure everyone we had in the joint 

operation area had a chaplain to talk to 

and had the ability to practice whatever 

religion they adhere to,” he said. “The 

coordination was primarily to make sure 

the people we sent forward in different 

areas had coverage, and we were able to 

do that by working with the Title 32 

chaplains.”                                                

Roby said the coordination between the 

state National Guard and DoD active 

duty was unique and provided some 

good lessons on how to work together to 

provide religious support without 

duplicating efforts.  He added that 

working through the defense coordinating 

officer was essential to ease 

communication across state and federal 

components.                                                    

Roby coordinated religious support for 

the teams in New York and New Jersey 

from the JTF-CS headquarters at Fort 

Eustis, while also providing direct support 

to command members working from the 

headquarters and their families.  As an 

Army Reservist he also maintained his 

duties as the pastor at the Waters Edge 

Church in Virginia Beach.                                   

“At the time we weren’t physically 

meeting, we would prerecord sermons 

and provide them for church members,” 

he said.                                                          

Roby also deployed to Texas from late 

July to early September where he 

provided religious support to an Urban 

Augmentation Medical Task Force that 

was treating COVID-19 patients at the 

United Memorial Medical Center in 

Houston. During that time, he relied on 

his church leadership to provide sermons 

and lead other activities.                                           

He added that this is his first recognition 

as a military chaplain he has received at 

this level, and he was both surprised and 

honored to receive the MCA award.          

“I feel very honored and blessed, and 

very proud of the work our command has 

done in New York, and very proud of the 

team I got embedded with in Texas and 

(Continued on page 7) 
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(Neace’s Pieces Continued) 

the news commentator respond along the 

lines of these two speeches hearkening 

back to a more civil world of politics the 

generation after mine is not aware of. 

Our country has been divided along 

political lines since its inception.  What 

seems to be new, however is that, within 

the last few decades is the willingness of 

the church to allow the world to dictate 

her loyalties rather than be seen as the 

beacon of light and hope to which Christ 

aspired for us.   

At the risk of angering colleagues on both 

sides of this divide, I cannot in good 

conscience call myself a Republican any 

more than I can refer to myself as a 

Democrat.  My struggles issue forth from 

planks within either platform that do not 

adhere themselves to those tenets I find 

in scripture.  When it comes to 

immigration, I advocate for a “wall” that 

has many gates. Gates which would 

allow for legal immigration, allowing 

immigrants and refugees from places not 

as blessed as the United States  to come 

and take advantage of those things they 

seek: a better life for themselves and 

their families, a place of opportunity to 

advance, and to participate in a 

democratic republic.  Limitations provided 

by a wall with many gates would allow for 

the assimilation of immigrants/refugees 

to become a part of a productive society 

able to be enriched enough to allow more 

of the same for each subsequent 

generation.  Many of my Republican 

colleagues take issue with this stance, 

choosing to label many coming across 

our border as less than what they desire 

for our country. My Bible tells me I have a 

responsibility toward those who are 

foreign to my homeland. 

My more liberal colleagues take issue 

when I espouse the objections found in 

scripture concerning abortion and 

homosexual marriage.  I believe both are 

wrong, contrary to scripture, and I make 

no apologies for that stance, but the 

Democratic party endorses both. 

Both parties have much to learn when it 

comes to race issues.  The church has 

much to learn and much to offer as she 

does in respect to unity among racial 

lines.  Some in COGVA have determined 

to continue dialogue to bring about 

reconciliation where we are divided and 

offer opportunity to listen and hear one 

another.  Maybe the problems we have in 

the regard stems from our willingness to 

allow the world and its systems to be 

propagated within the church, rather 

than, again, being the beacon of light and 

hope we are called to be 

The items I have mentioned above 

(Continued on page 6) 
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(Discipleship in a Pandemic...Continued) 

help families in our area cook meals that 

can last for a few days, while church 

members donate grocery gift cards to 

give away to families who watch. 

In Church life, the Elder board has been 

diligently in calling and ministering to 

people to check-in, check-up, and 

encourage the body in the pandemic.  

The student ministry has been meeting 

monthly for a game night, by playing a 

tabletop RPG, that way we can stay 

distant and everyone has there own dice 

to use, so we can be together but still be 

socially distant.  Improve our online 

presence when it comes to Sunday 

Mornings, where others in our community 

(and out of state) have sent messages, 

emails, and text on how they are finding 

hope in this world through God’s Word 

being proclaimed.  

Finally, we are working towards a huge 

undertaking to better equip and disciple 

the church regardless if they are 

attending in-person services, or online.  

Even though the body may be physically 

sperate, we can still be unified in the 

spirit of God by disciplining and loving 

each other. 

So, can the church disciple its members 

and its community in a pandemic?  No 

matter the time or season, the church 

has been called to disciple and be the 

light of Christ.  It will take hard work, 

creativity, breaking down (and rebuilding) 

old traditions, but most important, full 

trust in the Lord, and being guided by the 

Holy Spirit as it gives, life and creativity to 

navigate the uncertainty. 

 

(Neace’s Pieces Continued)  there are 

many more on both sides of the coin) 

make it impossible for me to espouse a 

political party.  My hope for the future is 

not built on the dictates or ideology of a 

political party. If yours is, please know it 

is a very poor foundation, and I 

encourage you to look to the Christ we 

sing of when we belt out the lyrics written 

in 1834 by Edward Mote – “My hope is 

built on nothing less, Than Jesus’ blood 

and righteousness; I dare not trust the 

sweetest frame, But wholly lean on 

Jesus’ name. On Christ, the solid Rock, I 

stand; All other ground is sinking sand, 

All other ground is sinking sand.” 

I will continue to pray for my country, her 

leadership, her citizenry, and I also pray 

the church of the Living God builds a 

stronger resolve than she currently 

seems to have in regard to allowing the 

divisiveness of this world to infiltrate her 

walls. Will you join me in these prayers, 

and then act on that which God would 

call us to be and do?  
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(JTF-CS Command Chaplain Continued) 

the work they did,” he said. “When you’re 

in a role like I was as the task force 

chaplain, there’s so much credit due to 

the chaplains who were on the ground 

doing the work, and I want to 

acknowledge that. I was proud of what I 

was able to accomplish but couldn’t have 

accomplished anything without them and 

the work they did.” 

When ordered, JTF-CS conducts 

chemical, biological, radiological and 

nuclear response and all-hazards 

defense support of civil authorities 

operations in support of the lead federal 

agency in order to save lives, mitigate 

human suffering and prevent further 

injury. The command is located in Mullan 

Hall, Joint Base Langley Eustis, and 

comprises active duty, reserve, National 

Guard and civilian members from the 

Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following link is a good illustration of 

why JTF-CS Command Chaplain Maj. 

Steven Roby was so honored recently. 

 

https://fb.watch/1CXeFbeUEF/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

https://fb.watch/1CXeFbeUEF/
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Congregational   

Giving 

 

Abingdon $700.00  

Atkins $600.00  

Big Stone Gap $0.00  

Birdsnest $0.00  

Blacksburg First $600.00  

Blacksburg Slussers $249.99  

Bluefield $0.00  

Boones Mill $0.00  

Boykins $0.00  

Bristol $0.00  

Chesapeake $0.00  

Chilhowie $1,436.84  

Christiansburg $2,058.18  

Cloverdale $0.00  

Dublin $0.00  

Emporia $0.00  

Fredericksburg $1,983.00  

Glade Spring $0.00  

Goodview $0.00  

Hamtpon Joynes Road $300.00  

Lynchburg Greenview $484.61  

Lynchburg Mtn View $0.00  

Marion $1,075.00  

Martinsville $0.00  

Newport News Com $0.00  

Newport News First $0.00  

Norfolk Bellamy Ave $642.00  

North Tazewell $0.00  

Norton $1,117.89  

Reedville $1,507.00  

Rich Creek $0.00  

Richmond First $1,044.25  

Richmond 21st $600.00  

Roanoke First $794.54  

Roanoke Staunton Ave $0.00  

Rural Retreat $431.19  

Salem $0.00  

Saltville Broadford $0.00  

Saltville Chatham Hill $75.00  

Saltville Allison Gap $376.36  

Saltville MntView $0.00  

Spotsylvania $1,000.00  

Staunton $794.87  

Suffolk $0.00  

Virginia beach $600.00  

Wise $7,600.00  

Wytheville $650.00  

Faithlife $0.00  

Brotherhood Mutual 
Refund 

$293.00  

Credit Card Cashback $110.00  

Individual Donation $1,567.38  

Totals $28,691.10  
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COGVA Budget 
August 1, 2020 – October 31, 2021   

  Aug-Oct  

Categories Budget  1st Qtr  

  Expenses  

1000 State Office   
1100 Business Office $ 3,500.00  $ 1,078.08  

1200 Insurance $ 14,000.00  $ 3,375.50  

1300 Office Manager $ 14,437.50  $ 3,609.36  

1400 Income Taxes $ 3,600.00  $ 883.39  

Subtotal $ 35,537.50  $ 8,946.33  

1500 Chair $ 400.00  $ -  

2000 State Minister   
Salary $ 12,000.00  $ 3,000.00  

Reimbursement Fund $ 5,000.00  $ -  

Subtotal $ 17,400.00  $ 3,000.00  

3000 Executive Board/Standing 
Ministries   
3100 Executive Board $ 400.00  $ -  

3200 Ministry of Church 
Service/Credentials $ 800.00  $ 100.00  

3300 Ministry of Christian Education $ 50.00  $ -  

3600 Ministry of Program $ 50.00  $ -  

3800 Ministerial Fellowship $ 50.00  $ -  

3900 Church Property Team $ 50.00  $ -  

Subtotal $ 1,400.00  $ 100.00  

5000 Property and Maintenance   
5110 Camp Bedford   
5110 Caretaker $ 5,250.00  $ 1,312.50  

5120 Campground Expenses 
(Maintenance) $ 1,000.00  $ -  

Capital Improvements $ 500.00  $ -  
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Camp Bedford Mkt/Advertising $ 250.00  $ -  

5140 Utilities $ 3,500.00  $ 618.25  

Subtotal $ 10,500.00  $ 1,930.75  

5200 Camp Christi   
5210 Caretaker $ 26,565.12  $ 6,641.28  

5220 Health Insurance $ 7,000.00  $ 1,740.00  

5250 Utilities $ 14,000.00  $ 1,810.30  

5260 Maintenance $ 1,500.00  $ 375.00  

5270 Capital Improvements $ 50.00  $ -  

5280 Vehicle Maintenance $ 250.00  $ -  

5300 Legal Fees $ 500.00  $ 200.46  

5400 Ministry Expenses $ 100.00  $ -  

Christmas Bonus $ 1,500.00  $ -  

Subtotal $ 51,465.12  $ 10,767.04  

   
Total Expenses $ 116,302.62  $ 24,744.12  

Total Income  $ 28,581.10  

Kingdom B. Transfer for State Minister 
Salary  $ 3,000.00  

Difference  $ 6,836.98  
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COGVA LEADERSHIP COLLEGE 
Will meet via ZOOM until further notice each Second Saturday monthly at 900:am.  The 

link or call in opportunities can be found highlighted at the end of this article 
The books being studied for the Fall Semester are: 

 
The Cultural World of Jesus' Cycle C 

by John J. Pilch 
 
Taught by 
Rev. Calvin Peterson 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Master Plan of Evangelism 2nd 
Edition by Dr. Robert E. Coleman 

 
Taught by 
Rev. Silas Oliver 

 
Each student is responsible for purchasing 
their own books and prior to the session on 

the 2nd Saturday in January 2021, new 
books of study will be announced.  Here is 

an added blessing: 
There will be no tuition for this school year. 

Regular dates for COGVA Leadership School are as follows:   
Oct 10, 2020 09:00 AM 

        Nov 14, 2020 09:00 AM 
        Dec 12, 2020 09:00 AM 
        Jan 9, 2021 09:00 AM 

        Feb 13, 2021 09:00 AM 
        Mar 13, 2021 09:00 AM 
        Apr 10, 2021 09:00 AM 
        May 8, 2021 09:00 AM 
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        Jun 12, 2021 09:00 AM 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89129322078 
Call-in Number: 1 646 558 8656 

Meeting ID: 891 2932 2078 
Passcode: 783920 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89129322078
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Packets have been mailed, but can also be downloaded at      

https://www.cogva.com/virginia-youth-fellowship             

 

https://www.cogva.com/virginia-youth-fellowship
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OBITUARIES 
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Michael Wayne Welch, (Retired Church of God Pastor) 71 of 
Hillsville, passed away on Thursday, October 15, 2020 at his 
home. Mr. Welch was born in Texas to the late Henry 
Hansford and Edna Bertha Hanks Welch. 
He is survived by his wife of 32 years, Carol Shupe Welch; 
two daughters, Kristy Welch Woods and husband, Ron and 
Lyndsey Welch Brady and husband, Buddy; one step-son, 
David D. Vaught; one brother, Jimmy Welch and wife, Linda; 
five grandchildren, Lane Woods, Aubrey Arnold, Haley 
Arnold and fiancé, Brad Womack, Olivia Brady, and George 
Brady, III; one great-grandson, Brayden Womack; two 
nephews, Jimmy Don and Tony; and four very special, like 
grandchildren, Taylor Shows, and Steven, Huntley and 
Hadley Bunn. 

Funeral services will be held on Sunday, October 18, 2020 at Vaughan-Guynn-McGrady 
Chapel at 3:00 PM with Rev. Ron Whitener and Brother Mark Mayes officiating. The 
family will receive friends at the funeral home on Sunday from 2:00 until 3:00 PM prior 
to the funeral service. A guestbook is available online by 
visiting www.vaughanguynnandmcgrady.com. Vaughan-Guynn-McGrady Chapel is 
serving the family. 
The service will be live streamed via YouTube at the following link: 
https://youtu.be/NCYNLll7JyE   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Mike & Carol Welch 

Dr. Richard T. Carter (Church of God Minister) 92, of Ashland, Ky., died Monday, Oct. 5, 

2020, in Ashland Community Hospice Care Center from complications from a fall.                                                                                     

Dr. Carter was born April 30,1928, in Huntington, W.Va., a son of the late William P. and 

Gladys Trevillian Carter. He was a retired Podiatrist and a U.S. Air Force Veteran serving 

during WWII. Dr. Carter is preceded in death, in addition to his parents, by his wife Virginia 

Hall Carter; a brother, Jack Carter; and a sister, Pauline Carter Swartz. Surviving are a son, 

Treve Carter; daughter, Ruth Ann Lawler; and a step-daughter, Kay (Dr. John M.) Shepard; 

a grandson; and a great-granddaughter. There are no services planned due to the COVID-

19 pandemic. Burial will be in Rose Hill Burial Park. Arrangements have been entrusted to 

the Lazear Funeral Home in Ashland. 

http://www.vaughanguynnandmcgrady.com/
https://youtu.be/NCYNLll7JyE

