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Wow!  The last 5 weeks 

has rocked our world 

and everything that we 

know as normal! 

Nothing looks the same 

right now! 

Even though our world 

is changing we can be 

encouraged because 

our God is unchanging 

and He has promised 

He does not leave His 

people! As you all know 

the SYC2020 had to be 

cancelled this year due 

to COVID-19. 

BUT we are happy to 

tell you that SYC2020 

has been re-imagined! 

We will be holding a 

SYC2020 Event on  

 

YouTube May 16th @ 

6:30 pm.  

Before May 16th go to 

our COGVA Youth CE 

Team YouTube page 

and subscribe so you 

can be ready to join us 

for our SYC 

Quarantined Edition 

Event! 

At our SYC online you 

can expect 

appearances from our 

SYC youth council 

team, Allan Scott, and 

Josh Boldman. 

MORE DETAILS TO 

COME! SHARE! 

SHARE! SHARE! WITH 

YOUR GROUPS! 

 

 

Like us on Facebook 

Follow us on Instagram. 

 

Subscribe to our 

YouTube channel!

 

Let's Worship God 

together no matter the 

circumstance we face! 

Hope to see you all on 

our CoGVA Youth CE 

Team Youtube channel 

May 16th @ 6:30! 

May 16th @ 6:30 pm 

https://www.instagram.com/cogvayouth/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLqmRzz02K1Dspa4ZrDh29Q
https://www.facebook.com/cogva/
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If I have learned 

anything during this 

time of quarantine, it is 

this: I am not as much 

an introvert as I thought 

I was.  Quarantine has 

become a word I’d like 

to put with the list of 

other words I either am 

not allowed to say or 

cause me to spit when I 

say them.   

It has been during the 

last two months the 

Lord has brought to the 

fore front of my mind 

the importance of 

community.  

Community is the idea 

that comes to my mind 

when I think about 

events like camp 

meetings, minister’s 

gatherings, family visits 

back to Illinois, 

homecomings, and any 

other time when I can 

gather with the people I 

love. 

While it is true there are 

experts in personality 

studies that define most 

of us in various ways, I 

do believe God has 

created us to live in 

community with one 

another.  Some of us 

are extroverts, meaning 

we love being the life of 

the party, while others 

are content to let the 

extroverts shine while 

we do our own thing, 

preferably without 

interruption.  I used to 

think of myself that 

way, and in some 

facets, I guess I still 

am.  I can be quite 

content with a book, 

cup of coffee, an easy 

chair and a good 

reading light, especially 

on those days when the 

weather lends itself to 

such a day.  But during 

this quarantine (spit) 

period, I have realized 

that my introversions 

are not as large as I 

might have supposed.  

In fact, I realize now 

how much I need to be 

around people.  Hear 

me clearly, I do not 

need to be the life of 

the party, nor do I need 

to be seated at the 

head of the table, but I 

do recognize this: I 

MISS YOU!  I miss my 

family I have been able 

to visit regularly and 

easily before now.  I 

miss being able to call 

a pastor and say, “Let’s 

have lunch” and talk 

about what is going on 

in both our lives.  I miss 

being able to drive to 

the communities where 

we have a Church of 

God presence and 

spend a few days of 

fellowship with my 

colleagues.  I miss the 

fellowship of the people 

to whom I serve as 

Pastor.  I miss the 

opportunity to gather as 

the people of God to 

worship, draw strength 

from, and learn.  

Bottom line - I MISS 

PEOPLE.  I MISS YOU! 

And I expect I’m not the 

only one.  This is why 

ZOOM.US has become 

one of the hottest apps 

on the internet.  It 

allows us the 

opportunity to gather 

virtually, seeing one 

another, and talking 

with one another. But 

lest you think I’m 

pitching a commercial 

for this company, let me 

say it is a poor 

substitute for gathering 

in the company of 

another person. It, 

along with other venues 

has its place, no doubt, 

but again, there is no 

substitute for what the 

scriptures teach us 

throughout, that we are 

a communal people.  

As a matter of fact, 

most of us are able to 

quote Hebrews 10: 25 

as it says: “not 

neglecting to meet 

together, as is the habit 

of some, but 

encouraging one 

another...”  As a Pastor, 

I have used this text to 

remind my flock of the 

importance of corporate 

worship.   

However, let me point 

out the previous verse.  

In it we hear the author 

say, “And let us 

consider how to stir up 

one another to love and 

good works,”.  This 

thought about 

community and needing 

one another finds basis 

here in the fact, we are 

to encourage one 

(Continued on page 3) 

Neace’s Pieces 

Dr. Bob Neace 

COGVA State 

Minister 
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During this time when 

we have to confine 

ourselves in our homes 

in order to stay safe, we 

miss the warmth of 

worshipping and 

fellowshipping with 

each other. In the 

Washington Park 

Church of God Family, 

one of the ways we’re 

staying connected, is 

by video-conference 

story time with some of 

our children.  

Part of the fun was 

seeing our 

preschoolers holding 

the phone themselves. 

They didn’t always 

make it into the picture. 

The phone moved up 

and down sometimes, 

and they had to get 

reconnected by the 

grownups in the room, 

when one of the little 

ones accidentally hung 

up on me - twice. J 

Last week’s story was 

about a hippo who 

didn’t like who he was, 

and was jealous of a 

flying, singing bird.  I 

asked the children, 

“Does a hippo sing?”  

They weren’t so sure 

and answered a 

hesitant “Yes?” I read a 

little more, then asked, 

“Where does a hippo 

live?”  They 

enthusiastically 

responded: “In the 

water!”  “Now show 

me,” I said, “what does 

he do in the water?” 

Together they 

answered, “He swims!”  

We swam, flew, and 

laughed! We enjoyed 

our time together and 

look forward to next 

week’s story time! 

 

another. But I would 

also say, we are to 

receive encouragement 

from one another as 

well. I cannot receive it 

if I am not participatory 

in the fellowship.  

Therefore, we need 

each other, and I 

suppose why I am 

coming to grips that I 

am not as introverted 

as I once thought I was.   

 

 

I miss you because I 

need you! 

During this season of 

quarantine (spit), let’s 

be about the business 

of connecting in 

whatever ways we are 

afforded for this 

purpose: To learn what 

others are doing to stay 

connected, furthering 

the gospel in creative 

ways, and ministering 

to those to whom God 

has entrusted in our 

care.  I look forward to 

making those personal 

connections when 

social distancing 

guidelines are lifted, 

and plan to be very 

visible when it 

happens, but for the 

time being, for the sake 

of community and 

fellowship, encourage 

one another in stirring 

up good works, and 

take every advantage 

to connect with others, 

if not for your own sake, 

then for the sake of 

others of us who 

desperately miss 

fellowship among the 

saints.   

It’s Story Time by Shana Beverly 

Neace’s 

Pieces 

Continued 
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Pastor David Smith of 

Fredericksburg, VA, 

and his congregation 

on being selected as 

the recipients of a 

$1,000.00 grant from 

Church of God 

Ministries, to be used 

for outreach into their 

community!     

Pastor Smith writes: 

The fields are “ripe for 

harvest” (Jn. 4:35) 

According to various 

church research data it 

is estimated that 80-

90% of churches in 

America are either 

plateaued or in 

decline/dying. A 

remedy to this is to 

“help people know and 

grow to be more like 

Christ” (2 Cor. 

3:18) – a 

statement of our 

church 

vision/purpose. 

Fundamental to 

our outreach 

efforts is our up-

reach to our 

Heavenly Father 

for his inward 

blessing to 

change us as we 

seek to help others 

change to be like 

Christ. In other words, 

we are going to have to 

change in order to help 

others change. We 

have begun to do this in 

subtle but significant 

ways which defines our 

overarching 2020 

theme: “We’re Here to 

Help”. We want our 

community to know that 

we are here to help 

them “to know and 

grow to be more like 

Christ.” 

Gordon Road Church is 

located in a seemingly 

rural setting but is on 

the edge of a large and 

growing population in 

the Fredericksburg-

Spotsylvania area. 

Gordon Road itself is a 

high traffic route from 

populated 

neighborhoods back 

into more commercial 

districts and commuter 

routes into D.C. The 

church property fronts 

Gordon Road with good 

visibility. Because of 

few turnaround 

opportunities large 

trucks have used the 

parking lot as a 

turnaround. The 

property has also 

experienced some 

vandalism. To prevent 

these circumstances a 

chain was put up 

across the driveway 

entrance with signage 

discouraging 

turnarounds. This I 

believe has given the 

community a negative 

impression of the 

church, and the church 

in turn had developed a 

protective attitude 

toward property 

hindering a proactive 

attitude toward the use 

of resources. 

Consequently, these 

outreach efforts are 

intended not only to 

inform the community 

but also the church, 

that “We’re Here to 

Help.” 

WE’RE HERE TO 

HELP – 2020 yearlong 

campaign 

 Signage/chain: The 

chain has been taken 

down and the signs will 

be replaced with new 

and welcoming 

signage. Also, the 

church has made a 

large investment in a 

sign along 

Gordon Road that 

allows messaging 

replacing a sign nearly 

20 years old that could 

not be used for 

messaging. 

 Drive Thru Prayer 

Request: We will make 

our facilities 

accommodating to 

commuters who have 

spiritual burdens by 

offering to pray for and 

with them – an onsite 

and online prayer 

response team is being 

made available. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Gordon Road CHOG Receives Grant From 

Church of God Ministries 

Pastor David M. Smith 
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Recently, the Executive 

Board approved 

funding from the sale of 

property to be released 

to perform 

several projects 

needing 

attention at both 

campgrounds.  

Several months 

ago, a roof was 

placed on the 

tabernacle at 

Camp Bedford.  

In addition to the 

completion of 

that project, the 

dining hall was 

finally prepared for 

painting.  The painting 

has yet to be complete,  

but the prep work for 

that project is. 

The pictures in this 

issue of COGVA News 

are of the paving that 

was recently completed 

at Camp Christi.  This 

project has been long 

overdue and is a much-

needed repair you will 

notice as you travel the 

road to the State Office.  

Repairs at Camp Christ 

that are needed and yet 

to be completed include 

safety railing at the 

Youth Pavilion, safety 

conditioning around the  

playground equipment, 

and repair on several 

roofs.  Much thanks 

goes to Bro. Harold 

Parker and his 

Properties team for the 

management of both 

campgrounds they are 

providing. 

 Community 

Survey/Easter 

“engager” outreach 

 Compassion 

International Sunday 

 Drive Thru Prayer 

Request/ Free Ice-

Cream Fridays (one 

month in the summer) 

 Neighborhood 

BBQ/Picnic (Summer) 

 Neighborhood Picnic 

(Summer) 

 The Gideons 

International 

 Drive Thru Prayer 

Request/Free Ice-

Cream Fridays/Back-to-

Church Sunday (one 

month in the Fall) 

 Homecoming 

Outreach (Fall) 

 Samaritan’s Purse 

Shoe Box Campaign 

(Fall/Winter) 

 Christmas 

Experience Outreach 

(December) 

We are grateful and 

consider the $1000.00 

grant to be an answer 

to our prayer that God 

will provide the 

resources for us to 

serve His purposes! 

 

Progress in Campground Improvements Takes Shape 

Gordon 

Road 

(Continued) 
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COGVA Income 
     

Church Budget Other Kitchen 
Fund 

KB  Total   

 
  

   
Giving  

Abingdon $1,583.23  
   

$1,583.23  

Atkins $500.00  
   

$500.00  

Big Stone Gap 
    

$0.00  

Birdsnest 
    

$0.00  

Blacksburg First $1,800.00  
   

$1,800.00  

Blacksburg Slussers $749.97  
   

$749.97  

Bluefield 
    

$0.00  

Boones Mill 
    

$0.00  

Boykins  $25.00  
   

$25.00  

Bristol 
    

$0.00  

Chesapeake 
    

$0.00  

Chilhowie $5,236.30  
   

$5,236.30  

Christiansburg $8,826.73  
   

$8,826.73  

Cloverdale 
    

$0.00  

Dublin 
 

$1,995.94  
  

$1,995.94  

Emporia $1,000.00  
   

$1,000.00  

Fredericksburg $16,500.00  
   

$16,500.00  

Glade Spring 
    

$0.00  

Goodview $200.00  
   

$200.00  

Hampton Joynes Rd $1,600.00  
   

$1,600.00  

Lynchburg Greenview $1,452.14  
   

$1,452.14  

Lynchburg Mnt. View 
    

$0.00  

Marion $1,625.00  
   

$1,625.00  

Martinsville 
    

$0.00  

Newport News Cmnty 
    

$0.00  

Newport News First 
    

$0.00  

Norfolk Bellamy Ave $1,921.00  
   

$1,921.00  

North Tazewell 
    

$0.00  

Norton $2,653.84  
   

$2,653.84  

Reedville $4,056.12  
   

$4,056.12  

Rich Creek 
    

$0.00  

Richmond First $3,203.42  
   

$3,203.42  

Richmond 21st $1,800.00  
   

$1,800.00  

Roanoke First $3,397.13  
  

$1,132.38  $4,529.51  

Roanoke Staunton Ave 
    

$0.00  

Rural Retreat $1,281.21  
   

$1,281.21  

Salem 
    

$0.00  
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Saltville Allison Gap $1,474.98  
   

$1,474.98  

Saltville Broadford $450.00  
   

$450.00  

Saltville Chatham Hill $225.00  
   

$225.00  

Saltville MtnView 
    

$0.00  

Spotsylvania $2,000.00  $800.00  
  

$2,800.00  

Staunton $3,322.46  
   

$3,322.46  

Suffolk 
    

$0.00  

VA Beach $1,800.00  
   

$1,800.00  

Wise $7,400.00  
   

$7,400.00  

Wytheville  $1,171.31  
   

$1,171.31  

Insurance Reimbursement 
 

 $339.00  
  

$339.00  

Total $77,254.84  $2,795.94  $0.00  $1,132.38  $81,183.16  

 

COGVA Budget 
August 1, 2019 – April 30, 2020 

    

  
 Aug-Oct  Nov-Jan Feb-April 

Categories  Budget   1st Qtr  2nd Qtr  3rd Qtr 
  

 Expenses  Expenses Expenses 

1000 State Office 
    

1100 Business Office  $3,500.00   $969.77   $ 958.38   $       851.01  

1200 Insurance  $ 12,800.00   $ 3,533.75   $ 3,363.11   $    3,252.62  

1300 Office Manager  $ 14,437.50   $ 3,609.36   $ 3,609.36   $    3,609.36  

1400 Income Taxes   $ 3,600.00   $ 882.98   $884.11   $       883.39  

Subtotal  $34,337.50   $ 8,995.86   $ 8,814.96   $    8,596.38  

1500 Chair  $ 400.00   $                  $                  $                -    

2000 State Minister 
    

Salary  $12,000.00   $3,000.00   $ 3,000.00   $ 3,000.00  

Reimbursement Fund  $8,000.00   $ 3,297.32   $648.43   $798.02  

Subtotal  $ 20,400.00   $ 6,297.32   $ 3,648.43   $    3,798.02  

3000 Executive Board/Standing Ministries 
    

3100 Executive Board  $ 400.00   $                 $                 $                -    

3200 Ministry of Church Service/Credentials  $300.00   $ 206.85   $ 6.85   $                -    

3300 Ministry of Christian Education  $50.00   $                  $                  $                -    

3400 Ministry of Evangelism  $                   $                 $                 $       -    

3600 Ministry of Program  $ 50.00  $                  $                  $                -    

3800 Ministerial Fellowship  $ 50.00   $                  $                 $                -    

3900 Church Property Team  $ 50.00   $                 $                  $                -    

Subtotal  $900.00   $206.85   $ 6.85   $                -    

5000 Property and Maintenance 
    

5110 Camp Bedford 
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5110 Caretaker  $5,250.00   $1,312.50   $1,312.50   $    1,312.50  

5120 Campground Expenses (Maintenance)  $500.00   $                 $                 $                -    

Capital Improvements  $500.00  $                 $                 $                -    

Camp Bedford Mkt/Advertising  $ 500.00   $                  $                 $                -    

5140 Utilities  $ 3,500.00   $ 598.68   $ 998.83   $    1,426.24  

Subtotal  $10,250.00   $1,911.18   $2,311.33   $    2,738.74  

5200 Camp Christi 
    

5210 Caretaker  $26,565.12   $6,641.28   $ 6,641.28   $    6,641.28  

5220 Health Insurance  $ 7,000.00   $1,788.00   $ 1,788.00   $    1,788.00  

5250 Utilities  $ 14,000.00   $ 4,122.19   $ 2,744.51   $    2,364.27  

5260 Maintenance  $ 1,000.00   $                  $                 $       500.00  

5270 Capital Improvements  $50.00   $                 $                 $                -    

5280 Vehicle Maintenance  $250.00   $                  $                  $                -    

5300 Legal Fees  $500.00   $48.50   $ 160.00   $       109.00  

5400 Ministry Expenses  $100.00   $                $ 100.00   $                -    

Christmas Bonus  $ 1,300.00   $            -     $ 1,300.00   $                -    

Subtotal  $ 50,765.12  $12,599.97  $12,733.79   $  11,402.55  
     

Total Expenses $116,652.62  $30,011.18  $27,515.36   $  26,535.69  

Total Income 
 

$36,516.38  $21,885.51   $  18,852.95  

Kingdom B. Transfer for State Minister 
Salary 

 
 $3,000.00   $ 3,000.00   $ 3,000.00  

Difference 
 

 $ 9,505.20  $(2,629.85)  $ (4,682.74) 

`



 News May 2020 
                Volume   7      Issue 5 

COGVA NEWS BOB NEACE, EDITOR 

 

9 

 

“A blessing to the 

world.” “A faithful 

servant.” “A man of 

faith.” “A wonderful 

chaplain.” “Smyth 

County’s pastor.” 

As news of his 

Wednesday death was 

shared around the 

community, people 

bestowed many titles 

upon the Rev. Neville 

Mozingo, but it was that 

last one – the 

community’s pastor – 

that was repeated over 

and over and 

caused many to 

nod their heads 

in agreement. 

John Graham, 

Smyth County’s 

circuit court 

clerk and a 

United 

Methodist 

pastor, 

reflected, “In the 

style of John 

Wesley who 

famously said, 

‘The world is my 

parish,’ Neville 

Mozingo treated 

this whole 

community as 

his parish. Not 

only did he seek to 

minister to patients and 

staff at the hospital as 

the chaplain, he 

attended worship 

services in dozens of 

churches, he was active 

in our county's 

ministerial associations, 

he supported pastors 

and solicited their help 

at the hospital, and he 

likely preached more 

funerals than anyone 

else could imagine 

doing.” 

Tim and Justine 

Bradley, owners of 

Bradley’s Funeral Home 

in Marion, concurred. 

Tim Bradley believed it 

would be impossible to 

count the number of 

funerals the longtime 

pastor and chaplain 

officiated. Tim could 

remember doing three 

funerals in a single day 

with Mozingo officiating 

each and never losing 

his compassion and 

peaceful demeanor. “He 

was extremely good 

with every family,” Tim 

said. 

Tim reflected that not 

every community is as 

fortunate to have 

someone like the Rev. 

Mozingo serving in its 

midst. 

Tim called Mozingo an 

icon. 

The Gift of Presence 

Also working as an 

emergency services 

counselor, Justine 

would often observe the 

chaplain at work in the 

hospital. She 

particularly remembered 

that nurses trusted him 

with their patients and 

relied on him to be a 

source of comfort. 

Justine said he “lent 

that comforting 

presence, especially to 

people who didn’t have 

their own church.” 

On social media, many 

individuals shared how 

he comforted them. 

The chaplain left a 

lifelong impression on 

one woman, who said, 

“You always promised 

me you would be the 

first person I would see 

when I woke up from 

surgery and you were… 

I will never forget your 

goodness.” 

Mozingo stood by 

people in their hardest 

moments. Herb Clay 

shared that the chaplain 

“stood by my side as I 

switched off my 

mother’s vent.” 

A woman wrote, “He 

was at the hospital 

when mom died. He 

broke the news to us.” 

As a little boy, Blake 

Frazier of Seaver-

Brown Funeral 

Smyth County mourns its beloved community 

pastor Stephanie Porter-Nichols |(SWVA Today) 

Staff Apr 13, 2020 

Rev. Neville and Patty 

Mozingo 
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Services, met Neville. 

“My mom was playing 

the piano for a funeral 

for someone who 

attended our church 

and Neville had part of 

the service…. Neville 

knew my name and was 

genuinely interested in 

talking to me and 

making me feel 

comfortable.” 

He took that comforting 

to another level when 

Frazier was admitted to 

SCCH as child. “I was 

scared and sick and 

remember worrying 

about who would come 

through my door and 

how big the needle 

would be. It was Neville 

peaking around the 

door and once again, 

calling me by name. I 

was there for several 

days and each day, 

Neville would come in 

and check on me. He 

was a calming presence 

in a time when a 

calming presence was 

all I needed.” 

Graham experienced 

that presence later in 

life. “When I was having 

my knee replaced a few 

years ago and was 

waiting in my pre-

surgery room in the 

early morning, it brought 

a dose of relief to me 

when Neville walked in, 

in spite his own health 

and physical 

challenges, and offered 

to pray with me by my 

bedside.  Neville 

embodied a powerful 

ministry of presence.” 

Graham had taken note 

of that gift of presence 

for years, especially as 

he prepared for a career 

in the ministry. “Neville 

was a friend and mentor 

for me, as he was for so 

many pastors in the 

community.” 

“The old adage is that 

80% of life is just 

showing up, but,” 

Graham said, “for 

pastoral ministry, it's 

probably an even higher 

percentage, and Neville 

knew that. The best and 

most impactful pastoral 

ministry involves ‘being 

there with folks when 

they are going through 

momentous things, and 

that's what Neville did: 

he prioritized ‘being 

there’ with people, in 

their time of need, 

especially at the 

hospital.” 

Multiple people 

reflected on Mozingo’s 

noteworthy ability to 

seemingly always know 

when he was needed. 

James Tyler, Smyth 

County Community 

Hospital’s CEO, noted 

that gift. He wrote, “I 

can remember speaking 

to one of our community 

physicians about 

Neville. He told me that 

whenever he was 

notified that one of his 

patients was not doing 

well and that death 

appeared imminent, that 

physician would drive to 

the hospital, no matter 

what the hour, only to 

find Neville was there 

first, comforting the 

family.  Neville, as the 

chaplain, took his 

courage from the Great 

Healer and he was 

there nurturing spiritual 

souls in their time of 

need.” 

The Rev. Mozingo didn’t 

just minister to those 

who were hospitalized 

or their loved ones. He 

served as chaplain to 

SCCH’s CEO. Tyler 

explained, “When I 

made rounds in the 

hospital, one place I 

always wanted to stop 

was to see Neville. He 

was always there 

reading his Bible when 

he wasn’t helping a 

family member waiting 

for a loved one that was 

having surgery. Neville 

was ‘always’ there.  I 

could count on him. He 

greeted me with a 

smile. He genuinely 

thanked me for all that I 

did for the hospital and 

this community. He 

always said I was in his 

prayers (and I knew he 

meant that too).” 

He ministered to other 

members of the hospital 

staff too. A retired 

SCCH nurse said, “I 

count it as a privilege to 

have [worked with] him. 

He was always thinking 

of others. Every 

weekend I worked, I 

looked forward to 

seeing him when he 

was making his early 

morning rounds.”       

Another woman 

remembered his 

kindness to her mom, 

who was a nurse on the 

OB floor, working the 

overnight shift. “He 

would go by and have a 

cup of coffee with her to 

make sure she was 

staying awake.” 

His ministry didn’t stop 

in the rooms of SCCH 

or Francis Marion 

Manor. He could be 

found smiling and 

offering words of 

encouragement early in 

the morning at 

McDonald’s or 

Hardee’s. 

A retired educator wrote 

of Mozingo joining her 

to speak before a 

congressional 

subcommittee. 

Another woman 

remembered that he 

“even drove my school 

bus and we would sing 

Bible songs on the ride 

to school.” 

There was even the 

basketball court. Sharon 

Buchanan, retired from 

Francis Marion Manor, 

wrote a Facebook post 

describing Rev. 
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Mozingo playing 

basketball with other 

health-care providers in 

a benefit game 

representing SCCH. 

“He was the point guard 

and quick as a cat,” she 

said. 

Faithful Disciple 

No matter where he 

was, who Rev. Mozingo 

served was never in 

doubt. 

“There are certain 

people that you meet 

along the way in this life 

that just stand out. Not 

because they are 

flamboyant, or 

braggadocios, but 

because they are 

simple people that are 

living their life by their 

faith, beliefs, and 

values.… These 

individuals are 

grounded in their faith. 

They become our role 

models – someone that 

you say, ‘I want to be 

like that’ and then you 

strive to do so. For me, 

one of those individuals 

is Rev. Neville 

Mozingo.” 

Pastor Paul Shallenburg 

of Marion Nazarene 

Church wrote of the 

chaplain, “From what I 

have seen and the way 

he made me feel every 

single time I saw him, 

Neville was a man of 

God doing his best to 

be like Jesus.” 

On a personal note 

In his last days, Rev. 

Mozingo’s identity never 

wavered. 

As a hospice chaplain, 

when I got an email 

noting that Rev. 

Mozingo was in our 

care and was being set 

up for visits, my reply 

was quick and simple. 

“It would be a privilege 

to serve as the 

chaplain’s chaplain.” 

It didn’t turn out just like 

that. 

When I walked into his 

room and introduced 

myself as a chaplain, 

Rev. Mozingo gave me 

a huge smile, said thank 

you, and told me to 

leave. 

I was confused. 

He smiled and said, 

with no hesitation, that I 

needed to take a break. 

I persisted, saying that 

talking to him would be 

my break. 

He wouldn’t budge. 

He’d talk after I took a 

break. 

I tried again. 

He won. I took a break. 

When I returned, we did 

talk. 

First, however, he 

wanted to pray for me 

and he did. 

At one point, I asked 

him for his advice for 

me - a much less 

experienced chaplain. 

Rev. Mozingo simply 

pointed heavenward 

and said, “Trust Him.” 

He acknowledged to me 

that he was struggling 

physically, but he again 

emphasized his faith. 

Finally, he let me pray 

for him. 

With strict rules in place 

to prevent the spread of 

COVID-19, I was 

wearing a mask and 

took care not to touch 

his face or hold his 

hand. 

Rev. Mozingo had 

different ideas. 

As I prepared to leave, 

he reached up, cupped 

my face with his hand, 

and asked God’s 

blessing on me. 

To the very end, Neville 

Mozingo’s identity as a 

chaplain, as a servant 

of God never faltered. 

Our eyes met. Mine 

were welling up. He 

smiled. 

Amen 

John Graham noted that 

his friend Randy Hamm 

said, “If you tried to 

squeeze all the people 

whose lives he touched 

into Bristol Motor 

Speedway, they 

wouldn't fit.” 

“As the community's 

pastor,” Graham said, 

“Neville was gracious, 

trustworthy, full of 

encouragement, a rock-

solid man of faith, and a 

friend we will certainly 

miss. With a chorus of 

many others, I thank 

God for his life and 

witness.” 

We say, “Amen and 

amen.” 

While it will likely be in 

Marion and not the 

Speedway, Rev. 

Mozingo’s son Duane 

said Thursday that the 

family does plan to hold 

a memorial service 

when restrictions on 

gathering sizes are 

lifted. 

Writer’s note: I serve as 

a PRN chaplain with 

Wythe Hospice of 

Southwest Virginia and 

shared my visit with 

Rev. Mozingo with the 

permission of his family. 

Reprinted with 

permission from 

https://www.swvatoday.

com/ 
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