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The Church of God in Virginia 

has been afforded the 

opportunity to come together 

and talk about some very 

difficult issues regarding race 

over the last 6 months.  There 

has been a group of folks, 

primarily pastors, but not all, 

who have been reading 

together and having serious 

dialogue.  From a 

conversation Brother Harold 

Parker shared in a Properties 

meeting, a dialogue has 

emerged between a group 

that ranges from 12 – 19 

participants.  We began with 

simple conversations and 

moved to read two books with  

 

discussion of their content.  The 

first book, “Divided by Faith: 

Evangelical Religion and the 

Problem of Race in America” by 

Michael O. Emerson and Christian 

Smith sparked great conversation 

that was not always easy but is 

necessary.  Following that, we 

looked at Latasha Morrison’s book, 

“Be the Bridge: Pursuing God’s 

Heart for Racial Reconciliation”.  

Alongside this reading, this group 

availed themselves of the study 

guide that is part of a greater 

volume of resources by the same 

author.                                          

The topics of the study guide 

brought us to the following 

sessions: Unit One: The Bridge to 

(Continued on page 4)           

Be the Bridge Cohort Completes 

Study and Ready to Offer Insights to 

COGVA 
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Dr. Samuel G. Hines 

was no stranger to 

the Church of God, 

having served 

churches in Jamaica, 

Detroit, MI, and Third 

Street CHOG in 

Washington D.C. for 

25 years.  In his 

book, Beyond 

Rhetoric, co-authored with Curtiss 

DeYoung, Dr. Hines states “the Lord 

made it clear to me that the number one 

priority on God’s agenda, or work in the 

world, is reconciliation.”   

I’d like Dr. Hines’ words to speak for 

themselves concerning Reconciliation.  

The following is taken from three sources 

compiled into one entry for the book, 

“The Wisdom of the Saints” by Barry 

Callen, © 2003 by Anderson University 

Press: 

I asked the Lord about the mission [of 

Third Street Church of God, Washington, 

D.C.] when I came here thirteen years 

ago.  The word I had from Him has stuck 

in my mind all these years – 

reconciliation. It means preaching the 

gospel of reconciliation, pointing people 

to the mediator. Then also, it means 

building bridges between people so that 

fellowship and brotherhood replace 

alienation, isolation, separation, and all 

those other systems of the disease of sin.  

God’s agenda is to bring all things to the 

Creator through Christ, and this is Third 

Street’s agenda. [Hines quoted by 

Charles Shumate, On the Grow, 107.]  

Editor’s (Callen) Note: Samuel Hines 

said, “dogma divides, but ministry unites.”  

The following are his recommended 

steps to reconciliation [in Vital 

Christianity, April 1995, 29]: 

a. We must recognize that the 

problem of estrangement exists 

and has had damaging effects 

upon individuals and society. 

b. We must take the responsibility for 

reducing estrangement rather than 

blaming each other. 

c. We must take initiatives to solve 

the problems, rather than 

“seminaring” and “committeeing” 

ourselves to death. 

d. We must repent, change our 

attitudes about ourselves, others, 

and life’s situations. 

e. We must, under God, direct our 

actions toward building loving 

relationships with one another and 

(Continued on page 5)     

Neace’s Pieces Yields to Dr. Samuel G. Hines 

Dr. Samuel G. Hines 
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What Has Happened      

To Us? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He started it! She hit me first! He took 

mine! That’s my seat! She called me 

a name! He told a lie about me! At 

first glance you would think you were 

in a kindergarten room…..or 

Washington D.C. …..or Richmond, 

VA……or Portland OR……or any one 

of dozens of other places in these 

great United States of America. 

What has happened to us? Tribalism. 

The rallying cry of tribalism is 2 eyes 

for an eye or all your teeth for one 

tooth. In modern vernacular it might 

be “you can’t condemn our riot since 

you justified your own.” Or, “If the law 

didn’t apply to you, than it doesn’t 

apply to me either.” Or, “You cheated 

to win so I can do whatever it takes to 

win.” 

Tribalism says if I can’t have what I 

want I will take it by force. Tribalism 

says if you take one of mine, I will 

take all of yours. Tribalism says it is 

me and mine against you and yours. 

Tribalism requires that there be tribes 

who love and protect their own and 

hate and destroy others. Is every 

Republican or Democrat someone 

you should hate and destroy or 

someone you should love and 

protect? Is every liberal or 

conservative? Is every one of your 

race or the other races? Is every rich 

or poor person? Everyone who 

shares your DNA? Where does this 

list even end? 

In ancient times among uncivilized 

people tribalism ruled the day. In the 

Old Testament as an introduction to 

God’s mercy, He set limits and we 

came to know an eye for and eye 

instead of both of your eyes or all of 

your tribes eyes for my eye. 

When Jesus came, grace and truth 

were made fully known, God’s mercy 

was completely revealed. For 

followers of Jesus there is a new way 

and it isn’t ever justified or determined 

by anything other than 

Jesus…..ever…..no matter who 

started it or what they did or didn’t do. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Rev. Donn & Rita Sunshine 



 News February 2021 

                                                                   Volume 8        Issue 5 

COGVA NEWS BOB NEACE, EDITOR 

 

4 

 

(Be the Bridge Cohort (Continued) Truth 

which encapsulated Sessions one 

through three of Awareness, 

Acknowledgement, and Lament.  Unit 

Two: The Bridge to Justice, containing 

Sessions four through six which included 

the topics of Confession, Forgiveness, 

and Repentance.  Unit Three covered in 

Sessions seven through nine Reparation, 

Restoration, and Reproduction.   

Those who saw the “Bridge” study 

through its completion have been asked 

to share their thoughts on our time 

together.  This issue of COGVA News is 

largely dedicated to those submissions. 

In the last issue of COGVA News, 

Brother Harold Parker’s thoughts were 

included, and will be placed alongside his 

wife, Rev. Barbara Parker’s thoughts as 

well.  Beginning on page seven, the 

thoughts of most full participants are 

submitted for the benefit of COGVA and 

are placed in the order in which they 

were received.  I have also placed on 

page 20 at the close of Reflections from 

the Be the Bridge Participants section the 

email addresses for each contributor. 

The final session, Reproduction, spoke to 

us for the replicate this study with other 

interested seekers for racial 

reconciliation, particularly after we have 

shared our journey with others. Some 

members of the group that completed 

this study are prepared and excited about 

the possibility of leading others through 

this same study.  If you would be 

interested in gathering for a nine-week 

commitment, we will be happy to set 

things in motion.  Again, members of this 

group will be facilitating its leadership, 

and I will join in a participatory roll. I 

(Brother Bob Neace) strongly advocate 

as many of us as possible throughout 

COGVA be engaged in this study and 

dialogue.  Much work has been done in 

COGVA in this regard, and much more 

needs to be accomplished, and this tool 

has proven to be a great resource.  

Please let me know at my email, 

brobob4691@gmail.com  of your desire 

to participate in this ongoing work in 

COGVA.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:brobob4691@gmail.com
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(Neace’s Pieces… Continued) 

restoring justice and wholeness of 

life for all persons. 

f. We must recognize that the 

commitment to change personally 

and in all human interactions must 

be lifelong.  The need for 

reconciliation will always be 

present. 

g. We must all covenant to expand 

these efforts in the weeks, 

months, and years ahead. 

God conceived of reconciliation before 

the formation of the world… God 

provided a Lamb, slain ahead of time, for 

our atonement.  What do you see when 

you break down “atonement”?  AT-ONE-

MENT.  That has been God’s intention 

from the very beginning… Reconciliation 

is not a bright idea concocted by some 

sociologist or philosopher.  Reconciliation 

is God’s all inclusive plan, open to 

everyone, which deals adequately with 

every obstacle and every hindrance that 

sin puts in our hearts and in our way.  

This plan confronts every objection and 

every objector, submitting the problem to 

the death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ.  When motivated people change 

through the work of God within them, 

they become vocal and visible agents of 

reconciliation [Hines, in Hines and 

DeYoung, Beyond Rhetoric, xxii, 105] 

Editor’s Note (Neace) other books for 

study include:  

Select Writings of James Earl Massey: 

Views from the Mountain by Barry Callen, 

Aldersgate Press © 2018  

Reconciliation: God's Timeless Call to 

Justice, Healing, and Transformation By 

Curtiss Paul DeYoung, Judson Press, © 

1997, reprinted May 27, 2019 

African Americans and the Church of 

God by James Earl Massey, Anderson 

University Press © 2005 
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(Tribalism continued) 

Matt. 5:38-39 "You have heard that it was 

said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.' 

But I tell you, Do not resist an evil 

person. If someone strikes you on the 

right cheek, turn to him the other also. 

(NIV) 

There is a path to recovery, to peace and 

unity but it isn’t tribalism. Read all of 

Matthew 5 below: 

Now when he saw the crowds, he went 

up on a mountainside and sat down. His 

disciples came to him, and he began to 

teach them, saying: "Blessed are the 

poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, 

for they will be comforted. Blessed are 

the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 

for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be 

shown mercy. Blessed are the pure in 

heart, for they will see God. Blessed are 

the peacemakers, for they will be called 

sons of God. Blessed are those who are 

persecuted because of righteousness, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. "Blessed 

are you when people insult you, 

persecute you and falsely say all kinds of 

evil against you because of me. Rejoice 

and be glad, because great is your 

reward in heaven, for in the same way 

they persecuted the prophets who were 

before you. "You are the salt of the earth. 

But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can 

it be made salty again? It is no longer 

good for anything, except to be thrown 

out and trampled by men. 

"You are the light of the world. A city on a 

hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people 

light a lamp and put it under a bowl. 

Instead they put it on its stand, and it 

gives light to everyone in the house. In 

the same way, let your light shine before 

men, that they may see your good deeds 

and praise your Father in heaven. 

"Do not think that I have come to abolish 

the Law or the Prophets; I have not come 

to abolish them but to fulfill them. I tell 

you the truth, until heaven and earth 

disappear, not the smallest letter, not the 

least stroke of a pen, will by any means 

disappear from the Law until everything 

is accomplished. Anyone who breaks one 

of the least of these commandments and 

teaches others to do the same will be 

called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 

whoever practices and teaches these 

commands will be called great in the 

kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that 

unless your righteousness surpasses that 

of the Pharisees and the teachers of the 

law, you will certainly not enter the 

kingdom of heaven. 
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Early this year in May 2020 

during the time of the murder of 

George Floyd, the COGVA 

Executive Board had a regular 

quarterly meeting. After the 

agenda items were discussed, 

the conversation gravitated to 

discuss the awful and tragic 

murder of George Floyd. The 

next day I called Rev. Neace to 

get his take on the discussion 

of race as the Executive Board Meeting 

concluded. I asked him how he would 

feel about continuing the race discussion 

with pastors, ministers, and laypersons. I 

told Rev. Neace that if he did revisit the 

topic, I would love to join the discussion 

and assist in any way possible. The next 

week Rev. Neace sent an email out 

asking COGVA brothers and sisters to 

join each other on ZOOM for an open 

conversation on race. There was an 

immediate response and after about 2 or 

3 weeks of sincere heart felt open 

discussion of our life encounters with 

systemic racism, we moved to read and 

discuss the book Divided by Faith by 

Michael Emerson. In this book we 

studied how slavery, Evangelicals and 

(Harold Parker Continued on page 12)                      

Civil Rights leaders interacted through 

the years of racism in America. Next,  

 

“Pursuing God’s Heart 

For Reconciliation” 

Among the many blessings 

of year 2020, yes I said 

blessings, I am grateful to 

God for the opportunity 

and privilege to have 

participated in weekly 

discussions on racial 

reconciliation with some of 

my brothers and sisters 

throughout the State of Virginia.  Led by 

the Holy Spirit, facilitated by our State 

Minister, Bro. Bob Neace and at the 

request of Bro. Harold Parker Jr., in June 

2020 Bro. Bob recommended that we 

begin our journey on this sensitive topic 

with reading the book, Divided By Faith 

written by Michael O. Emerson/Christian 

Smith.  Once we completed our 

discussion of this book, Bro. Bob felt the 

need to continue meeting and further 

discussing race relations through the end 

of the year.  He suggested that we read 

and follow the guidelines set forth by 

Latasha Morrison in her book, Be The 

Bridge.  So, we had weekly homework 

assignments to complete in preparation 

for each session, (Barbara Parker 

Continued on page 12) 

Brother Harold and          
Rev. Barbara Parker 

Reflections from Be the Bridge Study Participants 
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Bridge to Racial Unity 

 

Prayer: “Holy 

Spirit, open 

my eyes that 

I may see, 

how You 

have been at 

work within 

me these 

past few 

months 

through the Bridge to Racial Unity group, 

the Be The Bridge book and in related 

conversations and times of prayer. 

Reveal to me how You have been 

transforming me ever more into Your 

divine image that I may gratefully praise 

You for it, and glorify You to others as 

well. Amen.” 

After some reflection I am convinced my 

response will be not to write about what I 

got out of this group, but what God got 

out of me – and got into me – through 

this group. Here is a brief summary of 

how God transformed me through this 

group: 

• Made more humble; 

• Made more angry and frustrated at 

systemic injustice; and                     

(David Ansley Continued on page  13) 

 

The Impact of the Be the Bridge Racial 

Reconciliation Group on My Life 

Back in October or November of 2020, 

when the idea 

of being a 

participant in 

the Be the 

Bridge Racial 

Reconciliation 

Group was 

mentioned, I 

initially felt 

excited. I love 

people and enjoy talking to them so I 

thought this is really going to be exciting. 

As the days went by, feelings of fear 

started to come because I realized that 

we were going to be talking about racial 

relations and more than likely we were 

going to discuss our personal 

experiences with racism. Honestly, I am 

not comfortable talking about race and it 

took a lot of strength, courage, and faith 

from God every week to join in the 

discussion.  

Even though being in the group took me 

completely out of my comfort zone, I 

learned a lot about myself, God, and 

others. There are six main things I 

learned from participating in the group. 

First, I learned that all of us have 

experienced racism in some way, shape, 

or form, and we have also been racist 

(Tamara Wilson continued on page 15) 

Rev. David Ansley 

Rev. Tamara Wilson 
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Be The 
Bridge 
Study  

First, I 

would like 

to comment 

on the 

book, “Be 

The 

Bridge,” by 

Latasha Morrison. Starting with “How We 

Begin: A Posture of Humility” then into 

Part II, Chapter 6, “The Healing Balm: 

Seeking and Extending Forgiveness,” 

and throughout the rest of the book from 

chronicling some times and events in her 

life to some history lessons, I thought the 

book was well put together. 

 As we began our study, I thought it was 

on time and lead by the Holy Spirit. With 

the social unrest and racial tension in the 

United States at the time due to the 

killing of Mr. George Floyd, Miss Breonna 

Taylor and others, as a Black man I 

relished having the structured 

environment and opportunity to discuss 

my feelings on what was and is going on 

with my Christian sisters and brothers. As 

it should be, we started each session 

with scripture. From there we asked the 

Spirit of the Lord to guide us through our 

discussions. As we went through the  

(Edgar Myers Continued on page 16) 

Be the Bridge 

While reading 

and reflecting on 

this book, I 

could not help 

but think of a 

poem I learned 

in a high school 

English Class, 

“The Road Not 

Taken” by Robert Frost.  Use your 

imagination as I reflect briefly on the 

poem. 

Two roads diverge in a yellow wood  

And sorry I could not travel both 

And being one traveler, long I 

stood………….. 

I took the one least traveled by.          

When it comes to race relations if we are 

not exceptionally gifted in interpersonal 

relationship across racial lines, or have 

an overflow of God’s grace and love in 

this area, we tend to take the road that is 

least traveled. 

In our study of this book the author took 

us on several roads (chapters) dealing 

with race relationships. From previous 

readings by fellow class participants, you 

should have a general idea of the 

contents of this book. This article will 

focus on  (Rosa Elliott Continued on 

page 16) 

Brother Edgar Myers Sister Rosa Elliott 



 News February 2021 

                                                                   Volume 8        Issue 5 

COGVA NEWS BOB NEACE, EDITOR 

 

10 

 

I am 

thankful 

that I 

chose to 

accept the 

email 

invitation 

sent out 

by our 

State 

Minister, Dr. Bob Neace, to join in a 

discussion on racism here in America. It 

has been a rewarding experience. From 

the initial discussions and through the ‘Be 

the Bridge’ study guide I have gained 

much insight into what we struggle with 

here in America and must persist with the 

help of God to overcome. It has been 

educational and enlightening and as we 

continue the discussion we sense that 

God gives a clarion call to all of us to 

take an active part in doing what we can 

to build and enrich relationships with our 

brothers and sisters and all people we 

come in contact with without regard to 

race, nationality, socioeconomic 

differences. 

Personally, I have had to look back at my 

history from a child unto today. 

 I was raised in a rural town in South 

Carolina when racism was very (Calvin 

Peterson Continued on page 17) 

In February of 

2020, right before 

COVID-19 truly 

changed 

everyone’s life 

story, Ahmaud 

Arbery was shot in 

cold blood for the 

crime of jogging 

while Black. The 

police and the local district attorney made 

every effort to cover up the event 

because the shooters were connected to 

the police department; however, in May 

2020, a local news station obtained a 

video that went viral on social media and 

sparked off the fumes of unrest that, 

quite frankly, are always simmering just 

below the surface of American society. 

In response to these events, Church of 

God Executive Director Rev. Jim Lyons 

made a statement that the Church of God 

posted on their public Facebook page. It 

was in the comments of this post that it 

became crystal clear that the Church of 

God has a lot of work still to do in the 

area of addressing the sin of racism. My 

heart was broken over and over again as 

angry white men who claim the name of 

Jesus Christ and the indwelling of the 

Holy Spirit took over the conversation, 

declaring it all “fake news” and personally 

attacking those who dared to disagree. 

(Mary Nichols Continued on page 18) 

Rev. Calvin and Chenell 
Peterson Rev. Mary Nichols 
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Forgiveness 

Love will stop 

harsh words.  

Love will forgive 

those who have 

injured me, and it 

will help me to ask 

forgiveness of 

those whom I 

might have 

injured.  Love 

works both ways.  I realize that the Bible 

lets me know that if there is any hatred or 

animosity in my heart, I am not saved.  

John wrote in 1 John 3:15, “Whosoever 

hateth his brother is a murdered; and ye 

know that no murdered hath eternal life 

abiding in him.”  My Christianity is 

contingent upon my love toward my 

brothers and sisters in Christ.  In 

measuring my love, I need to put it up 

against the love of Jesus.  The Bible says 

He laid down His life for us.  Moreover, 

John wrote in 1 John 3:16, “We ought to 

lay down our lives for the brethren.” 

I need to stand as an individual.  I should 

not let someone else do my thinking for 

me.  I am responsible for my own stand.  

The Bible says in Isaiah 1:18, “Come 

now, and let us reason.”  I need each of 

you.  If I am a child of God, I should be a 

real example of giving myself and 

sacrificing for the cause of God.  The (Dr. 

Simeon Green III Continued on page 19) 

Be the Bridge (Unity)                                                          

Being a bridge is not 

always an easy 

process.  Studying this 

lesson made me 

aware that I needed to 

expand my own 

knowledge of my 

history.  I was 

somewhat taught to be 

color-blind, to look 

beyond someone’s race and see them 

simply as a human being.  I was taught to 

treat people the way I wanted to be 

treated or better.  From this study, I think 

it might have done more unintentional 

harm than accomplishing intended good. 

Now, acknowledging my blindness, I can 

see my own brokenness as well as the 

brokenness I have inherited along with 

the brokenness of others.  I lamented 

over the past things I lived through this 

past summer (the rioting and killings).  I 

had to repent because I was angry with 

my people being killed and some seemed 

to think it was okay and trying to justify 

some of the actions done. 

I must be truthful with others and hope 

they are truthful with me.  Some of my 

past experiences can provoke me to 

feelings of guilt and shame.  These 

feelings can lead me to deflection, 

defensiveness, distancing, victim blaming 

(Dr. Velma Green Continued on page 20) 

Dr. Simeon R. Green III 

Dr. Velma Green 
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(H. Parker, Continued) leaders interacted 

through the years of racism in America. 

Next, Rev. Neace, through the leading of 

the Holy Ghost, directed us to read the 

book “Be the Bridge” by Latisha 

Morrison. This book was an eye-opening 

experience for further valuable growth as 

we learned to now bridge the racial 

divide. We studied the process of racial 

awareness, acknowledgement, lament, 

guilt and shame, confession, forgiveness, 

repentance, and reparation. Thank you, 

Rev. Neace, for facilitating and of the 

souls for participating sharing and 

listening to each other on issues of race 

relations with truth, empathy, 

understanding and love. Your Bro. in 

Christ Harold Parker Jr. 

(Barbara Parker, Continued) which 

required prayerful and sincere 

responses.  

The information in both books was 

enlightening, often affirming historical 

and current life events some of us were 

aware of or have personally experienced.  

The discussions were passionate, 

authentic and at times uncomfortable.  

Yet I believe we were there to listen, 

learn and inspire one another to pursue 

God’s heart for reconciliation according 

to the scriptures found in 2 Corinthians 

5:14 – 19.   Compelled by Christ’s love, 

our desire to obey his Word to take up 

the ministry of reconciliation, and our love 

for one another, we pressed forward with 

our discussions.  I believe we connected 

as a group creating a safe and 

respectable place, allowing us to feel 

comfortable sharing and expressing our 

own truth. 

Our time together brought spiritual and 

emotional healing during a pandemic, 

social unrest and chaotic election.  And 

now that I have had the opportunity to 

participate in this group, discussing 

issues to bring awareness, 

acknowledging and prayerfully lamenting 

racial injustice and inequality, I believe 

God is reaffirming my call to be the 

bridge to connect what separates us. 

Celebrate and embrace differences. 

Remove roadblocks to reconciliation and 

move forward with restoration as we go 

about living and pursuing the ministry of 

reconciliation. Not only within the body of 

Christ, but reconciling people within my 

community and the world to Christ. The 

message of all messages found in John 

3:16, “For God so loved the world that he 

gave his one and only son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life,” reassures me that I am 

valued, you are valued, whosoever 

believe is valued, because of Jesus 

death and resurrection. He died and rose 

again for us all! 

I would like to thank Bro. Bob Neace, our 

(Barbara Parker continued on page 13) 
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(Barbara Parker continued) facilitator, for 

boldly leading us in our discussions and 

often encouraging us to pursue what we 

had started.  I believe God gave him the 

assignment for this time and season.  

Also I want to express my sincere 

appreciation to a number of Pastors in 

addition to my brothers and sisters who 

took the time to join and share in our 

zoom discussions.  It was a great time to 

prayerfully intercede on behalf of other 

members within the COVGA family who 

had shared concerns.  I look forward to a 

time of in person worship and fellowship 

with my brothers and sisters.  Your sister 

in Christ, Sister Barbara Parker. 

(David Ansley, Continued) 

• Made more vulnerable and 

compassionate to those suffering 

as a result of that injustice.  

Made more humble. One of the earliest 

lessons was about lament. For me and 

other whites it was about facing our own 

culpability in the racialization of our 

society and lamenting that fact. I was one 

who had been quick to become defensive 

in conversations about racism, systemic 

or acute examples, in our society, and 

equally quick to say things like, “It’s not 

me, I didn’t do that. I’ve never owned a 

slave. I grew up poor too.” The workbook, 

as well as the book, were instrumental in 

creating awareness of my own 

culpability, however. God humbled me as 

well as He made me more and more 

aware of how clueless and ignorant I had 

been of just how different my whole 

perspective on events is from another 

Christian’s of darker skin. For example, 

just in the recent Presidential election, I 

reacted with incredulity at President 

Trump’s assertion that he won the 

election Tuesday night and that all vote 

counting should stop in Detroit, 

Milwaukee, Las Vegas and, especially, 

Philadelphia. I only shook my head at his 

blatant narcissism and naked lust for 

power. But on our next group call another 

perspective was shared: heartbroken 

anguish and devastation. An African-

American brother in Christ was 

devastated at yet another call to silence 

black voices in this country. I was 

stunned that I had missed such an 

obvious implication of just whose votes 

were being singled out to be ignored. The 

precincts in those major cities were 

predominantly composed of black voters, 

which made the President’s request also 

blatantly racist. 

Made more angry and frustrated at 

systemic injustice. I became angry at 

times in reading the book, workbook and 

hearing some of the stories of blatant 

hatred and violence that my Black  

(David Ansley Continued on pager 14) 
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 (David Ansley, Continued) brothers and 

sisters had to endure at the  hands of 

persons who looked like me. And still 

face hatred and the threat of violence – 

all the time! I especially was angered 

every time it was a white minister, 

preacher or Christian in general who was 

the perpetrator of racist ideology, racist 

hermeneutics and rationalization of the 

slavery of non-white persons. 

And frustrated! Not only with our society, 

but with myself as well. Frustrated that 

we, and I, should be farther along the 

path of racial reconciliation by now. 

Made more vulnerable and 

compassionate. Praise God He worked 

within me to not just turn away from a 

source of lament, shame, anger and 

frustration; but to be willing to submit to 

His transformation of me to be an agent 

of change. A later assignment involved 

not just asking, but answering as well, 

the question: “How can we ensure that 

these conversations we’ve been having 

about race and racial division don’t end 

with this study, but continue and become 

a regular part of our lives?” 

Certainly answering that question 

required a deeper level of vulnerability. 

Answering that question involved 

admitting that these conversations had 

not previously been a part of my life. Not 

really. Oh, maybe occasionally they 

were, but not a regular part of my life. But 

to respond faithfully to God’s call (to us 

all!) to be a minister of reconciliation, they 

must be a regular part of my life, right? 

Racial injustice is not something that 

happens so infrequently and rarely that 

they can be occasional topics of 

conversation. Well, only to someone who 

believes, or blinds themselves into 

believing, that such injustice really is that 

infrequent. 

Certainly answering that question – and, 

more importantly – implementing the 

answer to that question requires and will 

continue to require a deeper level of 

compassion within me. William 

Wilberforce, after “enlightening” others 

about the horrors and sinfulness of 

slavery told them this afterward: “Now, 

you may choose to look the other way 

but you can never again say you did not 

know.”  I cannot unlearn what I have 

learned. I cannot undo what God has 

done within me. I cannot ignore the 

system injustice around me. I cannot 

“look the other way” and, in so doing, turn 

away from those who are suffering and 

oppressed. God had some harsh words 

indeed for Israel, spoken through the 

prophets, when they grew lax in caring 

for widows and orphans, ensuring 

refugees and immigrants were treated 

fairly, and in fighting the oppression of 

(David Ansley continued on page 15)    



 News February 2021 

                                                                   Volume 8        Issue 5 

COGVA NEWS BOB NEACE, EDITOR 

 

15 

 

(David Ansley continued) the poor – 

those not just without money, but without 

power, clout, influence, etc… Without 

God’s transformative work throughout 

this study, making me more vulnerable 

and compassionate, I would not have 

taken some first steps of making these 

conversations a regular part of my life: 

such as obtaining and reading some 

books written by Black authors about 

racialization and systemic injustice; 

joining the Be the Bridge Facebook 

group; and seeking out others in my local 

community to continue these 

conversations and – with God’s help – 

address systemic racism in our 

community and be the ministers of 

reconciliation we were called to be. 

I must be truthful with others and hope 

they are truthful with me.  Some of my 

past experiences can provoke me to 

feelings of guilt and shame.  These 

feelings can lead me to deflection, 

defensiveness, distancing, victim blaming 

and then I might even abandon the 

conversation.  However, if I allow these 

feelings with the truth, it can lead to 

confession, forgiveness and repentance.  

This is something, I feel, we all need to 

practice reconciling with one another.  I 

am not so naïve that everyone is going to 

get on broad, but I am aware that if we 

can reach one or two it is a start. 

(Tamara Wilson, Continued) towards 

others whether it was consciously or 

subconsciously. We have all judged and 

been judged sometimes falsely or unfairly 

due to inaccurate or distorted 

preconceived notions. Second, I learned 

that my family background really shaped 

my beliefs on racial relations. I noticed 

that race or racism was not a topic that 

was discussed during family gatherings. 

Third, I learned that racism can exist 

even within our own race. This was really 

eye opening to me because a lot of times 

we assume that racism only occurs 

between or among people of different 

races.   

Fourth, I learned about the importance of 

acknowledging, recognizing, confessing, 

repenting of, and asking God, ourselves, 

and others for forgiveness for sins related 

to racial prejudice, discrimination, and 

injustice. Fifth, I learned that I need to 

become more educated about racial 

relations in our country and work through 

the barriers that have hindered me from 

having conversations with my 

congregation, family members, and 

friends about the issues of racism and 

poor racial relations in our country. 

Finally, I learned that we must become 

deliberate about developing healthy, 

godly relationships with people of other 

races inside and outside of the church. 

(Tamara Wilson continued on page16)               
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(Tamara Wilson Continued) My prayers 

are that God continues to open our 

natural and spiritual eyes so that we can 

see the issues of racism and poor racial 

relations in our country and give us the 

strength to do our part in developing 

healthy, godly relationships with people 

of other races inside and outside of our 

churches. 

All in all, being in the group was really a 

blessing. It drew me closer to God and to 

others. I do not know exactly how God 

will have me use everything that I have 

learned in this group in my everyday life. 

At the same time, I know He will let me 

know through His Word, Holy Spirit, His 

people, and any other means He 

chooses to do so to let me know what He 

personally wants me to do to improve 

racial relations in our churches and 

outside of them. It will be exciting to see 

what He does in and through not only me 

but also what He does in and through 

others. 

(Edgar Myers, Continued) journey of 

awareness, acknowledgment, lament, 

shame and guilt, confession, forgiveness, 

repentance, restoration and reproduction, 

I found myself thinking about some things 

I hadn’t thought about in a long time. 

Then confessing those feelings to the 

group asking the Lord and them for 

forgiveness, there was repentance, 

acceptance and restoration.  

 This “Be The Bridge” study was far from 

easy starting with reading the book. But, I 

recommend it to all who wish to be a 

brick in the bridge of racial unity as Jesus 

prayed to the Father for unity of all! 

(Rosa Elliott, Continued) Session 2: 

“Acknowledgement and Lament.” As a 

child, I frequently wondered why some of 

the dominant race could not see their 

errors in their mistreatment of some 

members of the minority race.  I 

frequently wondered how the apex of 

God’s creation could be so cruel to each 

other.   These thoughts came to mind 

often, but as I studied human behavior 

and religion, I came to a conclusion to 

these.  As humans, we are products of 

our environment, upbringing, 

socialization, education and you may add 

whatever experiences you had that make 

you the person you are today.  This was 

a liberating experience because I also 

realized it is futile to make a person 

apologize for something for which he is 

not really sorry or repentant of. 

Although this was head knowledge, I had 

aged some before realizing that heart-

wise I had to forgive people for the things 

I perceived as mistreatment to members 

of the minority races.  In the session on 

lament, this felling was reawakened, and 

I wrote a lament about this.   When I    

(Rosa Elliott continued on page 17)  
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(Rosa Elliot Continued) encounter 

mistreatment of others because of the 

pigmentation of their skin, I pray as Jesus 

did in Luke 23:24.   

As we travel the road of racial 

reconciliation, I return to the poem above.  

My challenge to each of us is not to take 

the road that is least travelled in this most 

important area of our lives.  Invite a 

fellow traveler to journey with you and as 

you travel together, pray for strength to 

endure the slings and arrows (criticism) 

that are sure to come.  Lastly, come and 

join us in our Thursday night discussions 

and together in our actions let us make 

“Jesus look good.” 

(Calvin Peterson, Continued)prevalent. 

There was not much opposition we as a 

black people could raise with the Jim 

Crow Laws and an active Klu Klux Klan 

that made itself visible if they felt some 

black person was getting out of line. My 

grandparents who raised me did what 

they knew to shelter me. Conformity was 

the word of the day rather spoken or 

unspoken. Being raised in the church I 

see how we as a people could look 

beyond our then present situation and 

have hope of seeing a better day. 

Latasha Morrison in her book, ‘Be the 

Bridge’ shared her High School 

experiences which in some ways 

mirrored my school days. In school I was 

denied a proper education of who my 

people were. It was impressed upon me 

that we were uneducated African 

savages brought to America making no 

significant contributions in life. I was 

taught that all inventions, advancements 

in science, medicine, etc. was credited to 

the white race or some other nationality, 

with little or no credit given to us as a 

black people. Being an impressionable 

young boy and teenager as all are at that 

age I developed inferiority issues. Today, 

I thank God for ‘Black History Month’ 

which gives a more realistic view of the 

contributions we as a black people have 

made and are making in America and 

around the world. 

I am very thankful for my three aunts (two 

are deceased and gone to be with the 

Lord) who encouraged me to come to 

Virginia to further my education. It is here 

that the seed planted in me by the 

preaching and teaching of a small yet 

vibrant Church of God in Lamar, South 

Carolina sprouted. I accepted Jesus 

Christ as my Lord and Savior. This 

conversion healed the emotional wounds 

incurred from my earlier life experience.   

AS we would go from session to session 

of the ‘Be the Bridge’ study guide the 

group would share their thoughts on the 

different subjects in reference to their 

experience as they share it brings out 

(Calvin Peterson continued on page 18) 
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(Calvin Peterson continued) the reality 

that there are continual efforts to 

suppress a people and to kill their drive 

to better themselves. 

Being a mixed group as we are it has led 

to a greater appreciation of each other. 

When you get to know a person’s story 

you are drawn closer to that person. 

When you get to know a person’s 

struggles, a person’s pains in life’s 

experiences, it gives opportunity for 

relationship building.    Calvin Peterson 

(Rev. Mary Nichols, Continued)                           

It was in this atmosphere that a 

conversation took place in a Property 

Committee Meeting between Brother 

Harold Parker, Dr. Bob Neace, and some 

others. Or at least, that’s the way I heard 

it. The result of this heart-felt, open 

dialogue about how it really is for Black 

people in the United States— not some 

imaginary thugs, rappers, and gang 

members we saw portrayed on NCIS— 

but the good, upstanding Christian 

people who share meals with us at Camp 

Christi and with whom I worship at 21st 

Street Church of God in Richmond. At 

this time, Dr. Neace had the idea of 

having a book study group. Since racial 

reconciliation and the history of race in 

the Church of God is a particular area of 

interest and study for me, I basically 

badgered Brother Bob until he let me into 

the group. 

As a white woman from WV who was 

raised in the Church of God by a father 

who struggled his whole life and ministry 

with racist ideology, I’ve done a lot of 

work in understanding and 

deconstructing my own whiteness. For 

me, it’s a calling, not to right the wrongs 

of my ancestors, because that harm has 

been done and I might as well try to go 

empty the ocean with a coffee mug. At 

the School of Theology in Anderson, their 

mission statement is “forming women 

and men for the ministry of biblical 

reconciliation.” Racial reconciliation is 

part of biblical reconciliation and I’m the 

kind of person who thinks it’s dumb to 

have a mission statement if you’re not 

going to try to live up to it. I’ve dedicated 

hours and dollars to training on cultural 

sensitivity. I’ve written papers, made 

videos, and preached sermons about the 

real, raw history of race in the Church of 

God Reformation Movement. None of 

this— not one bit of it— compares to the 

experience of sitting in a Zoom meeting 

and watching one of my strong, Black 

brothers quietly shed tears about his 

experiences growing up Black. None of 

this prepared me for the emotional 

response my Black friends would have to 

the murder of George Floyd, or the 

claims that the votes of other Black 

people in places like Philadelphia were 

somehow “illegitimate” and shoudn’t 

count.  (Mary Nichols continued 19)             
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(Mary Nichols continued) I wish that 

every one of my skin folk could see the 

pain and suffering that our Black brothers 

and sisters in Christ are carrying around 

with them all the time in response to the 

way their skin folk are treated in the 

United States. Black people carry 

generations of trauma in their psyche— 

in their very DNA—  because they are 

descendants of both slaves and the white 

people who continue to oppress them. I 

wish you had all heard their personal 

experiences of our Black pastors and lay 

leaders in COGVA being followed 

through stores by security guards, of 

being pulled over for no good reason just 

so someone could intimidate them, and 

of the things they tell their sons and 

daughters about how to survive that we 

as white people never have to even think 

about. 

The thing that makes the most difference 

in the work of reconciliation, which, by 

the way, is a biblical mandate for us all (2 

Cor 5:11-21) is forming real, deep 

relationships with people who are 

different from ourselves. In my prayer 

time, the faces of those who are on that 

Zoom call every week come to my mind. I 

think about the unique challenges each 

of these brothers and sisters face in 

leading, teaching, and preaching at their 

congregations. I find myself praying for 

the Spirit to guide them in their ministry 

and that we would all actively apply the 

lessons we’ve learned through the Be the 

Bridge study group as we address 

ongoing division and unrest in our society 

from the pulpit and from the pews. I 

thought I had a wonderful relationship 

with most of the people in the group, but 

now, our relationship has deepened in 

ways I never could have imagined 

because of the space that we created 

where everyone felt safe to be radically 

vulnerable, transparent, and open— even 

the ones of us who sometimes had it all 

wrong. There was no condemnation, only 

loving presentation of a different point of 

view that made us all better for seeing it 

from both sides. In that kind of a space, 

it’s possible to admit you were wrong 

without shame and to grow in the truth. 

Isn’t that how the church should be all the 

time, not just in one book study group? 

If I could make it so, I would insist that 

everyone in COGVA goes through this 

study or we take away your permission to 

sing “The Church’s Jubilee” anymore. Of 

course, that won’t work because you 

can’t force people to go through 

something like this where everyone has 

to commit to not taking it all personally. It 

would be counterproductive to force 

people to go through this process without 

being committed to seeing it through and 

being really open and vulnerable. 
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(Dr. Simeon Green, Continued) Apostle 

Paul wrote in Ephesians 4:29-32, “Let no 

corrupt communication proceed out of 

your mouth, but that which is good to the 

use of edifying, that it may minister grace 

unto the hearers.  And grieve not the 

Holy Spirit of God (Divisive Spirits and 

wrong attitudes grieve the Spirit of God), 

whereby ye are sealed unto the Day of 

Redemption.  Let all bitterness, and 

wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil 

speaking, be put away from you, with all 

malice:  And be ye kind one to another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 

even as God for Christ’s sake hath 

forgiven you.”  If I have a need in my 

heart, I should seek the Lord earnestly.  I 

need you and you need me! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Sister Velma Green, Continued) and 

then I might even abandon the 

conversation.  However, if I allow these 

feelings with the truth, it can lead to 

confession, forgiveness and repentance.  

This is something, I feel, we all need to 

practice reconciling with one another.  I 

am not so naïve that everyone is going to 

get on broad, but I am aware that if we 

can reach one or two it is a start. Some 

people are too prideful to confess and 

that can be a problem.  If we are unable 

to put ourselves in someone else’s shoes 

and walk in their path, we can then 

become the problem.  To be a bridge, we 

need to look inside ourselves, ask the 

Lord to help us and apply a balm of 

healing because without God’s help, we 

will never heal or reconcile with one 

another.  So, let us continue to ask the 

Lord to guide us to be the bridge and do 

what we can do and leave the rest to 

Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

•
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COGVA Men’s Fellowship 
 

invites you to gather with us via ZOOM 
Saturday, February 6th at 10:00 am with 

 

 

Dr. Simeon R. Green III 
COGVA Men’s Fellowship 
President 

 
 

Guest Speaker:              
Dr. Bob Neace COGVA 

State Minister 

Topic: Psalm– 51 
This group meets 

every 
month on the First 
Saturday of each 

month:  
Feb 6, 2021 10:00 AM  
Mar 6, 2021 10:00 AM  
Apr 3, 2021 10:00 AM  

May 1, 2021 10:00 AM  
Jun 5, 2021 10:00 AM 

 

 

Rev. Perry Blankenship 
COGVA Men's 

Fellowship Vice-
President

Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81724827237  

Or you may dial in by calling 1 301 715 8592  
and when prompted, give Meeting ID: 817 2482 7237 

 
Dues of $20.00 quarterly for the COGVA Men’s Fellowship should be made out to Men of the 

Church of God and mailed to  
Tonee Haywood/Treasurer    12327 Doles Road  

Zuni, VA 23898        Phone: 757-334-4575                                                                                                                                                            
email at tonee9452@gmail.com 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81724827237
mailto:tonee9452@gmail.com
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COGVA LEADERSHIP COLLEGE 

Will meet via ZOOM until further notice each Second Saturday monthly at 900:am.  The 
link or call in opportunities can be found highlighted at the end of this article 

 
The books being studied for the Fall Semester are: 
 

What the Bible Teaches  
By F. G. Smith 

 
 

Taught by 
Rev. Calvin Peterson 

 
 
 
 
 

The Master Plan of Evangelism 2nd 
Edition by Dr. Robert E. Coleman 

 
Taught by 
Rev. Silas Oliver 

 
Each student is responsible for 

purchasing their own books and here is 
an added blessing: 

There will be no tuition for this school 
year. 
 

Regular dates for COGVA Leadership School are every month on the Second Saturday 
of each month 

        Feb 13, 2021 09:00 AM 
        Mar 13, 2021 09:00 AM 
        Apr 10, 2021 09:00 AM 
        May 8, 2021 09:00 AM 
        Jun 12, 2021 09:00 AM 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89129322078  

Call-in Number: 1 646 558 8656 
Meeting ID: 891 2932 2078 

Passcode: 783920 
 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89129322078
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Church Income 

Budget Other Kitchen 
Fund 

KB  Total   

 
  

   
Giving  

Abingdon $925.00  
   

$925.00  

Atkins $800.00  
   

$800.00  

Big Stone Gap 
    

$0.00  

Birdsnest 
    

$0.00  

Blacksburg First $1,200.00  
   

$1,200.00  

Blacksburg Slussers $499.98  
   

$499.98  

Bluefield 
    

$0.00  

Boones Mill 
    

$0.00  

Boykins  $435.00  
   

$435.00  

Bristol 
    

$0.00  

Chesapeake 
    

$0.00  

Chilhowie $2,841.01  
   

$2,841.01  

Christiansburg $4,417.55  
   

$4,417.55  

Cloverdale 
    

$0.00  

Dublin 
 

$2,658.55  
  

$2,658.55  

Emporia $500.00  
   

$500.00  

Fredericksburg $3,600.00  
   

$3,600.00  

Glade Spring 
    

$0.00  

Goodview 
    

$0.00  

Hampton Joynes Rd $600.00  
   

$600.00  

Lynchburg Greenview $817.58  
   

$817.58  

Lynchburg Mnt. View 
    

$0.00  

Marion $1,075.00  
   

$1,075.00  

Martinsville 
    

$0.00  

Newport News Cmnty 
    

$0.00  

Newport News First 
    

$0.00  

Norfolk Bellamy Ave $1,274.00  
   

$1,274.00  

North Tazewell 
    

$0.00  

Norton $2,104.71  
   

$2,104.71  

Reedville $2,847.80  
   

$2,847.80  

Rich Creek 
    

$0.00  

Richmond First $2,244.25  
   

$2,244.25  

Richmond 21st $1,200.00  
   

$1,200.00  

Roanoke First $2,013.39  
  

$671.14  $2,684.53  

Roanoke Staunton Ave 
    

$0.00  

Rural Retreat $914.55  
   

$914.55  

Salem 
    

$0.00  

Saltville Allison Gap $890.35  
   

$890.35  

Saltville Broadford $150.00  
   

$150.00  

Saltville Chatham Hill $150.00  
   

$150.00  
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Saltville MtnView 
    

$0.00  

Spotsylvania $2,000.00  
   

$2,000.00  

Staunton $1,965.03  
   

$1,965.03  

Suffolk 
    

$0.00  

VA Beach $1,200.00  
   

$1,200.00  

Wise $11,700.00  
   

$11,700.00  

Wytheville  $650.00  
   

$650.00  

Individual Donation  $989.08  
   

$989.08  

Brotherhood Mutual Refund  $293.00  
   

$293.00  

Credit Card Cashback  $110.00  
   

$110.00  

Total $50,407.28  $2,658.55  $0.00  $671.14  $53,736.97  

 
 
 
 

 

August 1, 2020 – January 31, 2021 
   

  
 Aug-Oct  Nov-Jan 

Categories  Budget   1st Qtr  2nd Qtr  
  

 Expenses  Expenses 

1000 State Office 
   

1100 Business Office  $      3,500.00   $    1,078.08   $       762.75  

1200 Insurance  $    14,000.00   $    3,375.50   $    3,581.47  

1300 Office Manager  $    14,437.50   $    3,609.36   $    3,609.36  

1400 Income Taxes   $      3,600.00   $       883.39   $       886.07  

Subtotal  $    35,537.50   $    8,946.33   $    8,839.65  

1500 Chair  $         400.00   $                -     $                -    

2000 State Minister 
   

Salary  $    12,000.00   $    3,000.00   $    3,000.00  

Reimbursement Fund  $      5,000.00   $                -     $       444.50  

Subtotal  $    17,400.00   $    3,000.00   $    3,444.50  

3000 Executive Board/Standing Ministries 
   

3100 Executive Board  $         400.00   $                -     $                -    

3200 Ministry of Church Service/Credentials  $         800.00   $       100.00   $            6.95  

3300 Ministry of Christian Education  $        50.00   $                -     $                -    

3600 Ministry of Program  $        50.00   $                -     $                -    

3800 Ministerial Fellowship  $        50.00   $                -     $                -    

3900 Church Property Team  $        50.00   $                -     $                -    

Subtotal  $      1,400.00   $       100.00   $            6.95  

5000 Property and Maintenance 
   

5110 Camp Bedford 
   

5110 Caretaker  $      5,250.00   $    1,312.50   $    1,312.50  

5120 Campground Expenses (Maintenance)  $      1,000.00   $                -     $                -    

Capital Improvements  $         500.00   $                -     $                -    

Camp Bedford Mkt/Advertising  $         250.00   $                -     $                -    

COGVA EXPENDITURES 
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5140 Utilities  $      3,500.00   $       618.25   $       938.24  

Subtotal  $    10,500.00   $    1,930.75   $    2,250.74  

5200 Camp Christi 
   

5210 Caretaker  $    26,565.12   $    6,641.28   $    6,641.28  

5220 Health Insurance  $      7,000.00   $    1,740.00   $    1,740.00  

5250 Utilities  $    14,000.00   $    1,810.30   $    1,830.43  

5260 Maintenance  $      1,500.00   $       375.00   $       375.00  

5270 Capital Improvements  $         50.00   $                -     $                -    

5280 Vehicle Maintenance  $         250.00   $                -     $                -    

5300 Legal Fees  $         500.00   $       200.46   $       100.00  

5400 Ministry Expenses  $         100.00   $                -     $                -    

Christmas Bonus  $      1,500.00   $                -     $    1,500.00  

Subtotal  $    51,465.12   $  10,767.04   $  12,186.71  
    

Total Expenses  $  116,302.62   $  24,744.12   $  26,728.55  

Total Income 
 

 $  28,581.10   $  22,599.48  

Kingdom B. Transfer for State Minister 
Salary 

 
 $    3,000.00   $    3,000.00  

Difference 
 

 $    6,836.98   $  (1,129.07) 

 


