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John’s narrative of the 

Resurrection Day begins with 

Mary Magdalene coming to 

the tomb of Jesus to find it 

already open.  She leaves the 

tomb to tell Peter and 

supposedly John.  Upon their 

arrival, Peter enters the tomb 

and finds only the 

graveclothes of Jesus, and the 

napkin that had been used to 

wrap His head set aside and 

folded in a place by itself. 

As they went home, Mary 

stayed at the tomb with the 

same concern as before; 

“They have taken Him away 

and no one knows where”.  While 

seemingly alone, she peers once 

more into the tomb with eyes 

swollen from her tears.  This time, 

her vision reveals two angels sitting 

where the head and feet of Jesus’ 

body once lay.  They ask her, “Why 

are you crying?” and when she 

answers, she does so with a 

broken heart her fear that someone 

has moved the body.  The 

desecration of a corpse in any way 

is heinous, but especially to the 

Jewish mind of Biblical era, and 

there is no telling the fears she 

might be carrying.  As she 

answers, the next person she sees 

is the risen Lord! Jesus Himself! 

But she does not 

recognize Him.  He 

asks the same 

question as the 

angels, “Woman, why 

are you weeping?”.  I 

find it interesting that 

the angels in this 

version of the story do 

not tell her He is 

risen, but rather, 

Jesus shows up, 

perhaps before the 

(Continued on      

page 5)

   
Mary Magdalene FINALLY 

Recognizes Her Lord 

Artwork by: Abigail Neace 
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I have often been fascinated with the 

introduction of Barabbas into the Biblical 

narrative.  Nothing I am aware of outside of 

scripture is written about him.  Neither is 

the clear identification of the insurrection in 

which he took part spoken of in scripture.  

The most reliable source at my disposal 

are the writings of Flavius Josephus, an 

historian born four years after the 

crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus whose 

writings are considered quite accurate in 

detailing not only events, but also elements 

of Jewish society. 

Barabbas’ appearance in the story 

becomes more interesting when we read 

what Josephus has to say about a specific 

insurrection.  Such problems were not 

strange to Pilate.  As a matter of fact, it 

seems he may have been wrestling with 

ways to keep the revolts of the Jewish 

nation residing among Roman society 

squelched.  In all likelihood, the 

insurrection of which Mark speaks in his 

gospel is the same as described in 

Josephus’ Antiquities 18.3.2 60-62 (War 

2.9.4 175-177).  Pilate endeavored to build 

an aqueduct to bring water into Jerusalem 

from a source 25 miles away.  To pay for it, 

he took money from the temple treasury.  

One can only imagine the displeasure this 

created among the Jews.  This was not so 

much a tax, as it was seen by temple 

leadership as a theft.  This caused such 

disdain for their Roman occupation of the 

city of God they openly spoke ill of Rome, 

and specifically its consulate, Pontius 

Pilate.  To quell this rebellion, he ordered 

his soldiers to dress as ordinary citizens, 

concealing clubs and other weapons, and 

as the mob rule of the Jews began to 

mount, Pilate gave a pre-arranged signal 

for those soldiers in disguise among the 

crowd to put down the insurrection.  To his 

horror, the soldiers went far and above that 

which he had intended, resulting in 

carnage that went farther than he could 

explain to those to whom he was 

accountable.  This effectively put an end to 

this uprising, but Pilate would ultimately 

live in fear of his superiors over this action.  

This might explain why he is so reticent to 

crucify Jesus, a man in whom he found no 

fault.  He did not seem to have the control 

of his soldiers as one might have thought 

and possibly feared another episode of 

mob violence. 

The crucifixion of Jesus among two thieves 

was a fulfilment of Old Testament 

prophecy in that Jesus was “numbered 

with the (Continued on page 6)                            

Neace’s Pieces 

Dr. Bob Neace COGVA State Minister 
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COGVA Announces 

Second Opportunity for 

“Be the Bridge” 

Discussion 
 

Rev. Dr. Simeon 

R. Green III will 

be hosting and 

leading the “Be 

the Bridge” 

dialogue each 

first Monday of 

the month for the 

next 9 months, 

beginning April 5 

at 7:00 pm.  The 

ZOOM Link for this series of gatherings is: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82552173879 or 

you may dial in: 1-301-715-8592 Meeting 

ID – 82552173879                    Passcode - 

034680# 

Curriculum for these meetings is the same 

as it was for the first gathering of the Be 

the Bridge.  Each person is asked to read 

the book, Be the Bridge, Pursuing God’s 

Heart for Racial Reconciliation” by Latasha 

Morrison, as well as download the study 

guide from the site: 

https://shop.bethebridge.com/products/the-

bridge-to-racial-unity-discussion-guide-2-0 

This opportunity is for those who have not 

previously been a part of this conversation 

and is a great resource for being able to 

broach the subject of racial reconciliation 

that is so desperately needed in our time. 

 

This book can be purchased from the 

aforementioned website for Be the Bridge, 

but can also be purchased from numerous 

local bookstores, as well as online sites 

such as the following: 

www.dicoverbooks.com 

www.thriftbooks.com 

www.christianbook.com 

 

Rev. Dr. Simeon R. Green III 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82552173879
https://shop.bethebridge.com/products/the-bridge-to-racial-unity-discussion-guide-2-0
https://shop.bethebridge.com/products/the-bridge-to-racial-unity-discussion-guide-2-0
http://www.dicoverbooks.com/
http://www.thriftbooks.com/
http://www.christianbook.com/
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Dear COGVA Pastors and Lay-leaders;  

 In these unprecedented times, the 

growing tendency for people to spend the 

majority of their time online has risen 

dramatically.  It is now commonplace for 

people to work from home, attend school 

online, and even attend church virtually.  

Even before the COVID-19 pandemic 

gripped our nation, people have begun to 

“shop” for churches online much more 

frequently than visiting new congregations 

in person week after week until the right 

church home is found.  Because of this, 

increasing our churches’ online presence 

has become a necessity.  If we cannot 

reach people the way that they research 

and consume content, then we run the risk 

of becoming obsolete and unable to 

spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 Much in the same way that every church’s 

ministry goals and methods are unique, so 

too will be our online outreach programs.  

Many churches have a church Facebook 

page and/or website, which allows others 

to, at the very least, discover that our 

churches exist and where we reside.  This 

is a good start, but we need to take things 

a step further.  When people are 

researching whether or not a church will be 

a suitable home 

church for them, 

they are interested in 

learning everything 

they can about the 

church – what we 

believe, what our 

worship services are 

like, how biblically 

sound our pastor’s 

sermons are.  

Perhaps the best way to share these 

things with potential brothers and sisters is 

to live stream our services.  

 Not only is this an excellent method of 

increasing our online presence to extend 

our outreach to the unbeliever and the 

brother/sister looking for a new home 

church, but it also is an excellent service to 

our existing congregational members.  As 

previously mentioned, COVID-19 has 

drastically shifted the way that we interact 

with each other and attend social 

gatherings and events.  Should one of our 

church family be out of town one weekend, 

they would still be able to be with us in 

Spirit while worshiping alongside us online.  

Should one of our church family fall ill or be 

a shut-in due to the pandemic, they can 

still be unified with other members of the 

body by connecting with each other 

through online worship.  

Live streaming our services can take many 

forms and can be as simple as 

broadcasting on our church’s Facebook 

page from a phone (Continued on page 5)                                   

Corbin Crocker 

Offers Technical 

Support to COGVA 

Corbin Crocker 
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(Mary Magdalene… Continued) angels can 

answer.  Looking at Jesus, again through 

eyes swollen from her tears and sorrow, 

she thinks he is the gardener and pleads 

for him to tell her what they have done with 

his body.  Jesus spoke her name, and it 

was at that moment she recognized Him. 

I have heard numerous sermons about 

Jesus’ statement about not touching Him, 

as He had yet to ascend to the Father.  It is 

possible I miss the point, but I wonder if 

that statement has been over-spiritualized 

and might be translated, “Let me go.”  

Mary saw Him die, probably saw Joseph of 

Arimathea place Him in the tomb, saw the 

seal of the Roman government on the 

tomb itself, and yet, she sees her Lord 

risen from the dead and very much alive.  

It does not take much imagination to 

visualize a powerful bear hug and a desire 

to never let go.  Yet, Jesus sends her on a 

mission carrying the gospel message to 

those who needed to hear, He’s alive, He’s 

alive! 

How often are we like Mary Magdalene?  

Overwhelmed by the sight of that which 

has happened around us, and often to us. 

Burdened down and fearful over that which 

the enemy threatens us. Trying to find a 

way through life’s circumstances and 

confronted with impossible mountains to 

climb or valleys to pass.  We all find 

ourselves with impossible things to face, 

and yet, Jesus promised us that in all 

things, “He would never leave us, nor 

forsake us.”  Sometimes the most difficult 

thing to do is see the Christ who stands 

before us, leads us, teaches us, and 

comforts us.  I wonder sometimes, how 

often He has called my name amid my 

darkest days, and because of my own 

emotions and fears, I could not hear my 

name being called as Mary’s was that day.  

I pray I can be more sensitive to His voice 

because I know He still calls us, each by 

name.  Be listening as He calls yours. 

 

 

(Corbin Crocker Continued)  or as 

complicated as pushing a video feed to 

multiple platforms (such as YouTube, 

Facebook, Twitter, our church’s website 

and even smart TV Apps that people can 

watch on their televisions).  The simplicity 

and/or complexity of each church’s setup 

can and should be uniquely theirs as it is 

dependent on what they have and are able 

to do.  

With the experience that I have had 

building the live streaming setup at my 

home congregation, as well as the 

experience that I have had from my time 

working and studying in the Information 

Technology field, I respectfully offer my 

services in working with you to help you 

either start live streaming or to take your 

existing live streaming to the next level. It 

is my hope and goal to work with you to 

devise the best and most sustainable long-

term solution for live streaming, implement 

it, and then train at least one person in 

(Continued on page 7) 
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(Neace’s Pieces, Continued) 

transgressors”.  The Greek word used in 

the New Testament for thieves is “lēstēs”.  

It is the same word Josephus would use 77 

times to describe thieves, but also anti-

Roman revolutionaries -those bent on 

breaking free from the bondage of Rome.  

As arrests were made in this insurrection, it 

is thought that the two thieves on the 

crosses erected on either side of Jesus 

may have been among them, as well as 

Barabbas.  We know he is described as a 

notorious prisoner, a thief, and a murderer.  

Pilate attempted to appease a crowd who 

had been incited by the ruling High Priest 

to call for the crucifixion of Jesus.  By 

offering Barabbas as a substitute for the 

blood of an innocent man, Pilate was 

offering the life of a man who would have 

already been scheduled to be executed for 

the crimes we see lined out in scripture. 

Take note, there were three crosses, two 

unnamed thieves to be crucified and we 

only have Barabbas’ name because of 

Pilate’s attempt at appeasing the crowd.  It 

is possible the third cross originally 

belonged to Barabbas.                    

As Pilate washed his hands as a means of 

recusing himself from this act of giving in to 

the crowd who cried, “Crucify Him, crucify 

Him!” the guilt of condemning a righteous 

man will live with him the rest of his life, 

and likely, throughout eternity.  The people 

in the crowd who begged for the life of this 

insurrectionist over the Son of God bear 

the same guilt as Pilate, who pronounced 

the sentence and even the Roman soldiers 

who drove the nails and erected the cross.  

However, there is a “but” that begs our 

attention that often goes unattended.  We 

can cast the net of judgment and self-

righteousness about Pilate, this crowd, and 

even the disciples who left Him all alone in 

His darkest hour and be pious in our 

assessment of the people then and 

especially today, but the truth of the matter 

is this:  Jesus chose Barabbas, the thief on 

the cross, the disciples who forsook Him, 

Pilate, Herod, and even Bob Neace. “…in 

him before the foundation of the world, that 

we should be holy and blameless before 

him. (Ephesians 1:4a ESV) 

As we celebrate the resurrection, let us be 

careful to remember our place in Him is not 

based on who we are or what we have 

done for Him, but who He is and what He 

has done for us.  In our attempts to rebuke 

others such as the crowd that gathered 

that day, or the speed at which we judge 

others today by our own measure, we 

often become the purveyors of self-

righteousness.  And that can be off-putting 

to those to whom we hope to draw into the 

Kingdom of God. I believe we can be more 

successful in evangelism if we show our 

brothers and sisters the same love we are 

called to share with the world at large.  

Remember, judgment begins at the house 

of God, and that includes how we treat one 

another in the Kingdom and out. 
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Mark and Diana Aufrecht 

 Our Caretaker at Camp Christi shares he 

could sure use help from anyone who 

would like to volunteer some time.  With 

some restrictions from the pandemic being 

lifted, the grounds at Camp Christi are 

being sought after for activities that were 

sorely missed last year.  Anyone young 

people who might be looking for service 

hours toward graduation, or adults who 

want to find themselves doing something 

tangible for the Kingdom via COGVA, this 

spring and summer offers plenty of 

opportunity.  From the mundane of picking 

up small timber from recent storms to the 

continual painting of buildings, there is 

plenty of opportunity for service at Camp 

Christi.  For a few hours, a single day, or 

as much time as you want to give, please 

call the state office at 540-268-4020 for 

more information. 

 

 

 

 

(Corbin Crocker Continued)  

your congregation in the full usage of your 

live streaming solution (including basic 

troubleshooting steps) so that they can, in 

turn, train other congregational members 

as needed.  I would also offer my services 

for more in depth troubleshooting if 

needed.  If this is a ministry opportunity 

that you feel the Lord would have your 

congregation pursue, please feel free to 

contact me via phone or email and I would 

be happy to work with you.  

Respectfully,                                            

Corbin Crocker  

Slusser’s Chapel Church of God 

corbin.crocker@gmail.com  

(540) 239-8255  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Aufrecht Could 

Use Your Help!!! 
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COGVA LEADERSHIP COLLEGE 
 

Will meet via ZOOM until further notice each Second Saturday monthly at 900:am.  The 
link or call in opportunities can be found highlighted at the end of this article 

 
The books being studied for the Fall Semester are: 

 
What the Bible Teaches  

By F. G. Smith 
 
 

Taught by 
Rev. Calvin Peterson 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Sermon on the Mount                           

Greg Matte                                             
Lifeway Publishers 

 
Taught by 
Rev. Silas Oliver 

 
Each student is responsible for 

purchasing their own books and here is 
an added blessing: 

There will be no tuition for this school 
year. 

 
Regular dates for COGVA Leadership School are every month on the Second Saturday 

of each month 
        Apr 10, 2021 09:00 AM 
        May 8, 2021 09:00 AM 
        Jun 12, 2021 09:00 AM 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89129322078 

Call-in Number: 1 646 558 8656 
Meeting ID: 891 2932 2078 

Passcode: 783920 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89129322078
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COGVA 

Giving Aug. 1, 

2020 – March 

31, 2021 

  

Churches 
  

Abingdon 
 

1225 

Atkins 
 

800 

Big Stone Gap 
 

0 

Birdsnest 
 

0 

Blacksburg First 
 

1200 

Blacksburg Slussers 
 

666.64 

Bluefield 
 

50 

Boones Mill 
 

0 

Boykins 
 

435 

Bristol 
 

0 

Chesapeake 
 

0 

Chilhowie 
 

3428.01 

Christiansburg 
 

6117.92 

Cloverdale 
 

0 

Dublin 
 

0 

Emporia 
 

600 

Fredericksburg 
 

3600 

Glade Spring 
 

0 

Goodview 
 

100 

Hampton Joynes Road 
 

800 

Lynchburg Greenview 
 

1147.28 

Lynchburg Mtn View 
 

100 

Marion 
 

1950 

Martinsville 
 

50 

Newport News First 20th Street 
 

1000 

Newport News First Randolph 
Road 

 
0 

Norfolk Bellamy Ave 
 

1682 

North Tazewell 
 

0 

Norton 
 

2780.78 

Reedville 
 

2847.8 

Rich Creek 
 

0 

Richmond First 
 

3420.25 

Richmond 21st 
 

1600 

Roanoke First 
 

2564.36 

Roanoke Staunton Ave 
 

100 

Rural Retreat 
 

1394.52 

Salem 
 

0 

Saltville Broadford 
 

150 

Saltville Chatham Hill 
 

200 

Saltville Allison Gap 
 

1241.75 

Saltville MntView 
 

0 

Spotsylvania 
 

3000 

Staunton 
 

2400.42 

Suffolk 
 

100 

Virginia beach 
 

1600 

Wise 
 

14700 

Wytheville 
 

1431 

Faithlife 
 

24.08 

Brotherhood Mutual Refund 
 

293 

Credit Card Cashback 
 

110 

Refund on Permits from 2020 
 

120 

Individual Donation 
 

965 

Totals 
 

65994.81 
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COGVA Budget 
August 1, 2020 – 
March 31, 2021 

    

  
 Aug-Oct  Nov-Jan Feb-April 

Categories  Budget   1st Qtr  2nd Qtr  3rd Qtr 
  

 Expenses  Expenses Expenses 

1000 State Office 
    

1100 Business Office  $3,500.00   $1,078.08   $ 762.75   $ 599.54  

1200 Insurance  $14,000.00   $3,375.50   $3,581.47   $3,375.50  

1300 Office Manager  $    14,437.50   $3,609.36   $3,609.36   $ 2,406.24  

1400 Income Taxes   $      3,600.00   $ 883.39   $ 886.07   $ 457.69  

Subtotal  $    35,537.50   $ 8,946.33   $ 8,839.65  6,838.97  

1500 Chair  $         400.00   $                -     $                -     $                -    

2000 State Minister 
    

Salary  $    12,000.00   $    3,000.00   $    3,000.00   $    2,000.00  

Reimbursement Fund  $      5,000.00   $                -     $       444.50   $       393.00  

Subtotal  $    17,400.00   $    3,000.00   $    3,444.50   $    2,393.00  

3000 Executive Board/Standing Ministries 
    

3100 Executive Board  $         400.00   $                -     $                -     $                -    

3200 Ministry of Church Service/Credentials  $         800.00   $       100.00   $            6.95   $                -    

3300 Ministry of Christian Education  $            50.00   $                -     $                -     $                -    

3600 Ministry of Program  $            50.00   $                -     $                -     $                -    

3800 Ministerial Fellowship  $            50.00   $                -     $                -     $                -    

3900 Church Property Team  $            50.00   $                -     $                -     $                -    

Subtotal  $      1,400.00   $       100.00   $            6.95   $                -    

5000 Property and Maintenance 
    

5110 Camp Bedford 
    

5110 Caretaker  $      5,250.00   $    1,312.50   $    1,312.50   $       875.00  

5120 Campground Expenses (Maintenance)  $      1,000.00   $                -     $                -     $                -    

Capital Improvements  $         500.00   $                -     $                -     $                -    

Camp Bedford Mkt/Advertising  $         250.00   $                -     $                -     $                -    

5140 Utilities  $      3,500.00   $       618.25   $       938.24   $       959.79  

Subtotal  $    10,500.00   $    1,930.75   $    2,250.74   $    1,834.79  

5200 Camp Christi 
    

5210 Caretaker  $    26,565.12   $    6,641.28   $    6,641.28   $    4,427.52  

5220 Health Insurance  $      7,000.00   $    1,740.00   $    1,740.00   $    1,160.00  

5250 Utilities  $    14,000.00   $    1,810.30   $    1,830.43   $    1,034.14  

5260 Maintenance  $      1,500.00   $       375.00   $       375.00   $       250.00  
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5270 Capital Improvements  $            50.00   $                -     $                -     $                -    

5280 Vehicle Maintenance  $         250.00   $                -     $                -     $                -    

5300 Legal Fees  $         500.00   $       200.46   $       100.00   $       186.00  

5400 Ministry Expenses  $         100.00   $                -     $                -     $                -    

Christmas Bonus  $      1,500.00   $                -     $    1,500.00   $                -    

Subtotal  $    51,465.12   $  10,767.04   $  12,186.71   $    7,057.66  
     

Total Expenses  $  116,302.62   $  24,744.12   $  26,728.55   $  18,124.42  

Total Income 
 

 $  27,927.80   $  22,599.48   $  14,108.53  

Kingdom B. Transfer for State Minister Salary 
 

 $    3,000.00   $    3,000.00   $    2,000.00  

Difference 
 

 $    6,183.68   $  (1,129.07)  $  (2,003.34) 

 


